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Greetings in the name of Christ from the Council of Baptist
Churches in North East India.

In the midst and unabated Covid Pandemic situation, the Lord
has been sustaining us and keeping us safe and sound. The pan-
demic has come and will be there with us but for how long is our
concern. Let us pray for the discovery of  medicine to treat the
covid-19 virus. Because of  the pandemic, all our activities and
programmes are curtailed and in a stand-still in most cases. There
are changes in our working system, for example, physical meeting
is replaced by virtual meeting. Movements and travels are re-
stricted. Social mobility is restricted to social distancing. The hand
of  a ‘Good Samaritan’ is found short to reach out to people in
distress due to pandemic stigmatization and judgemental attitude.
Partly due to fear, timidity and lack of  rationality.

These are some of  the challenges we face today. But we are not
dishearten and helpless. Physically, emotionally and relationally
disturbed but not out of control. Spiritually under trials and testings
but not giving up as long as we hold on the Anchor, that is, Jesus
Christ.

As believers of  Christ, we are going through this unexpected situ-
ation. We feel that we are going through the valley of  darkness but

Editorial
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having our faith on God we will rise up, soaring high like the wings
of  an eagle in God’s own time and purpose. Therefore,

let us not give-up our hope in the Lord for better days and envi-
ronment soon.

In this ‘Baptist News’ issue, we have tried to high-light the activi-
ties and programmes under the Council. The contributors of  arti-
cles reflect on the prevalent covid pandemic. Thanks to all our
contributors. In the photo sections, special attention is given to the
new administrative blocks which is made possible through the gen-
erous contributions of Shri Losü Dikho, Honorable Minister of
P.H.E. & Stationary & Printing, Govt. of  Manipur and his family.
The new Administrative block is dedicated to his father, Late Pas-
tor Dikho Mao. May the Lord continue to bless our brother and
his family now and always.

The ‘Baptist News’ issues are for disseminating information and
activities of  the Council as well as from our denominational part-
ners. In this issue, we have introduced the ‘India Baptist Herald’
news letter to keep abreast the activities/programmes of  our Bap-
tist brothers and sisters in India.

The Lord bless all our readers and please do keep each other in
prayer.

Take care and keep safe! Shalom!

Yours in Christ

Rev. Prof. Akheto Sema
General Secretary, CBCNEI
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Interview at CBCNEI Office: Interview at CBCNEI Office: Interview at CBCNEI Office: Interview at CBCNEI Office: Interview at CBCNEI Office: During one of the cold
winter mornings in February 1996, the then General Sec-
retary of CBCNEI, Rev Dr L. J. Sangma informed me of
an interview for the position of Associate General Secre-
tary of the Council. This was unexpected news. After spend-
ing 10 years as a Student Chaplain in Shillong, I was con-
tent with the students’ ministry. So, for the next few weeks,
Lucy and I prayed for God’s will.
On reaching Guwahati, I went straight to the interview
room at the CBCNEI campus. There were five interview-
ers including Rev Sangma. After few conversations related
to the roles and responsivities of the position, I replied say-
ing, “I’m humbled and feel unworthy to be sitting before
all of you. The Lord has blessed the ministry over in
Shillong, and I’ve come to inform you that with deep re-

spect and gratitude I’m de-
clining to take the offer.”
Hearing this, Mr O. D.
Shira asked, “Dr Pau, tell
me what is your vision for
your future ministry?” I
responded, saying that I
have three things on my
mind. Firstly, to launch
basic missionary training.
Secondly, to focus on
strengthening family and

REMINISCING CBCNEIREMINISCING CBCNEIREMINISCING CBCNEIREMINISCING CBCNEIREMINISCING CBCNEI
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marriage and lastly to organize Pastoral refresher course.
On this, Mr Shira responded, “CBCNEI is in need of a fresh
vision. Pray about it and come to fulfill those visions.” His
respond caught my attention. I began to wonder if the Lord
had laid these burdens in my heart so that I may be able
to fulfill them in the Council. The search committee unani-
mously said, “Take a month and pray about it. After that,
let us know your response.”
As I reflected and searched for God’s leading, my burden
for people perishing without encountering the Lord became
very heavy in my heart. Looking at the horizon from
CBCNEI campus, I saw the Brahmaputra valley and how
fertile it was for agriculture. Yet Churches were not grow-
ing and multiplying in the same way. During that time,
many theological institutions were producing graduates
that immediately take up pastoral or leadership role in
churches. But, there was still a lack of men and women
that were mightily used by the Lord for the transforma-
tion of our region. Seeing this situation, I asked the Lord,
what I could do for Him. After praying and waiting on the
Lord, I heard a confirmation in His voice to take up the
position. I responded immediately to the search commit-
tee saying, “I will join the Council.”
On April 1, 1996 I joined the office as the Associate Gen-
eral Secretary along with Mr R. K. Raychawdhuri, who
joined as the Treasurer designed. As part of the office in-
frastructure, there were eight typewriters and one desk-
top computer in the office. Personal computers were still
very new at that time. So, the desktop was placed inside
an air-condition room. To use it, we had to remove our shoes
before entering the room. The office staff treated it as if it
was sacred. Fortunately, I returned from the US with a
laptop, so I was able to use it for my official work.
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Shuttling between Shillong and Guwahati:Shuttling between Shillong and Guwahati:Shuttling between Shillong and Guwahati:Shuttling between Shillong and Guwahati:Shuttling between Shillong and Guwahati: The pur-
pose of my early induction into the ministry of the Coun-
cil was to be mentored and work alongside Rev Dr L. J.
Sangma until he completed his term. So during April 1996
to January 1997, I would travel back and forth between
Guwahati and Shillong to spend the weekends with my
family who were still living in Shillong.
Lucy was working at NEICORD as a Project Assistant and
our two sons, Daniel and Toshi, were in Class III and KG
II. Every Friday afternoon around 4:00 P.M, I would go to
Paltan Bazar and buy Meghalaya State Transport bus
ticket to return to Shillong. And, every Monday, I would
come from Shillong by the first bus and reach Guwahati
around 9:00 A.M and head straight to office for devotions.
Morning Devotions:Morning Devotions:Morning Devotions:Morning Devotions:Morning Devotions: As I look back over the years, one
of the joy as a staff of the Council was our time of singing,
reading the Bible and praying together. For 12 years, I
always made it a necessity to be present in the office for
morning devotions. I believe the staff devotional time must
have a special place for many of retired CBCNEI workers
now. We all have our favorite song or style when it comes
to worship.
Recalling her time of the devotion (Late) Miss Kalyani Seal
told me that she always treasured the hymn “There shall
be shower of blessing.” Rev M. Haokhothong favorite song,
given the choice he always choose the revival song, “Re-
vive us again”.  Often, Rev L. J. Sangma would recount
his struggles as a young man from a poor background. He
talked about the “thrills and ills” of serving the Lord. Rev
B. N. Ganguly would recount the days when he served the
Council as a young clerk under the three General Secre-
taries and was finally promoted as the Property Secretary
because he has proved his credibility.
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“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” is a favourite of Mr R. K.
Raychawdhuri and Rev Dr Dusanu Venyu’s life scripture
verse is Matthew 24:14, “And this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all
nations, and then, the end will come.”
During the devotions, Rev Taku Longkumer would sing
bass with his lively voice and select “O God our help in
ages past.” On asking the late B. K. Ghosh what his favor-
ite hymn was, he replied, “Count your blessings name them
one by one.” In our staff retreat at the Pastoral Center in
Shillong, I was able to share with him that “Jesus is the
only way.”
Milton Terang would lead the devotions with his guitar;
Rabin Basumatary enjoyed the mass prayer time; Jatin
Gogoi was always ready to read a passage from the scrip-
ture, if anyone failed to show up, and Biren Saikia, often
preached to us during the devotional hour. Meera Areng
always had a written note for our sharing and meditation
while Musa Chutia would always compare Christian life
as vehicle driving or journey. Allen Iswari would always
come with two hymns to sing and a Bible passage and
Marshal Murmu, who spoke very less except when he had
to lead the devotion, was a sincere trustworthy worker.
Pawan Bhuyan used to read long passages and make pass-
ing comments on the verses.
The staff devotion was a time of committing our concerns
to the Lord. More importantly, it was a time of friendship
and fellowship. After the devotions, the secretaries would
usually stay back to discuss any urgent matters and have
a cup of Assam tea. It would be impossible to count how
many important matters were resolved over a cup of tea. I
treasure those days when we were all in the same page to
lead the Council. May His name be glorified.
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Brief Resume:Brief Resume:Brief Resume:Brief Resume:Brief Resume:

Full Name:Full Name:Full Name:Full Name:Full Name:
Rev. Paoneikhup Serto (nickname: Boipu)

Parents:Parents:Parents:Parents:Parents:
1) Late Rev. Romeo Serto (Former Executive

Secretary, KRBCA, MBC)
2) Mrs. Tinkhochong Serto (Retired Govt. Nurse from

JN Hospital, Imphal & former Nursing
Superintendent of Kangpokpi Mission Hospital,
Manipur)

Siblings:Siblings:Siblings:Siblings:Siblings:
1) Mrs. Stella Sanjenbam (Eldest sister) – School

teacher
2) Mrs. Irene Hmangte (Second elder sister) – School

teacher
3) Mrs. Roselyn Karong (Younger sister) – Former W/

Secy., MBC & presently the Junior Pastor, Kom Rem

Introducing the
New Mission

Secretary,
CBCNEI
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Baptist Fellowship Church, Game Village, Imphal
4) Mr. Boite Serto, MFS (Younger brother) – Manipur

State Civil Service (presently Finance Controller,
SSA, Govt. of Manipur)

Marital Status:  Marital Status:  Marital Status:  Marital Status:  Marital Status:  Married Ms. Ramram Kopo (a Tangkhul
tribe) on 06 January, 2017 in MBC Centre Church
ministered by Rev. Dr. Jolly Rimai, former Mission
Secretary, CBCNEI
Children: Children: Children: Children: Children: Esther Leishiwon Serto, a beautiful daughter
born on the 10 December, 2019

Secular & Theological Education:Secular & Theological Education:Secular & Theological Education:Secular & Theological Education:Secular & Theological Education:
1) Bachelor of Arts (BA) - History honours from

Presidency College, Motbung under the Manipur
University

2) Master of Divinity (M. Div.) from Calcutta Bible
College (Graduated in May1999) under ATA

3) Master of Theology (M. Th. in Missiology - ICS)
from Torch Trinity Graduate School of Theology,
Seoul, South Korea (2006-2008) under ATA –
Awarded the Suma Cumlaude

Ministry Experienced:Ministry Experienced:Ministry Experienced:Ministry Experienced:Ministry Experienced:
1) Mission Secretary, Kom Rem Baptist Churches

Association (KRBCA):1999 December – 2003
September

2) Coordinator, Institute of Community
Transformation (ICT) under the Mission
Department, MBC: 2004 May – April 2006

3) Youth Pastor of the English Ministry, On Chun Ha
Church, Anyang City, South Korea: 2007 July – 2009
November

4) Youth Pastor/Director, Manipur Baptist Convention
Centre Church (MBCCC): January 2010 – December



July - September 202010

2013
5) Adjunct Faculty of Chil-Chil Baptist Theological

Seminary (CCBTS), Manipur: January 2011 till
December 2015

6) Pastor of the Aimol Baptist Centre Church Imphal
(ABCCI): January 2015 till December 2015

7) Secretary, Youth & Education, Manipur Baptist
Convention (MBC): February 2016 till May 2020

8) Presently, he also serves as a member in the
Commission on Evangelism, Baptist World Alliance
(BWA) for 2020 – 2025 term.

Short TShort TShort TShort TShort Term Term Term Term Term Training & Other Related Experiences:raining & Other Related Experiences:raining & Other Related Experiences:raining & Other Related Experiences:raining & Other Related Experiences:
1) Cross-Cultural Missionary Training (August –

November 1999) at the Joshua Vision of India,
Secunderabad delegated by the KRBCA

2) Haggai Institute, Singapore (October 2001)
3) “My Hope India” – Voluntary ministry where I

worked from July 2005 till June 2006 as the
Manipur trainer and translator of “My Hope India,”
which is a Billy Graham Ministry to reach our non-
Christian friends and neighbours by inviting them
to our home, and sharing our faith in Jesus.

Local Church & Local Church & Local Church & Local Church & Local Church & Association Association Association Association Association Affiliation:Affiliation:Affiliation:Affiliation:Affiliation:
Aimol Tampak Baptist Church, Aimol Baptist Association
(ABA) affiliated to MBC

Ordination:Ordination:Ordination:Ordination:Ordination:
Ordained by the Aimol Baptist Association (ABA) on 18
December, 2009 in the MBC Centre Church and
administered by (L) Rev. S. K. Hokey, Former General
Secretary of MBC



July - September 2020 11

SARS-CoV-2, commonly known as COVID-19 Pandemic,
originated in Wuhan city of China which was reported to
have detected by Chinese doctor on 17 December 2019,
spread all over the world like wild fire, affected more than
292 countries. The number of COVID-19 positive cases and
death due to COVID-19 are increasing day by day.  Taken
the toll of few million people across the world and millions
of them are infected. In recent memory of medical history,
this is one worst Pandemic. The normal health care deliv-
ery system of all the countries in the world could not cope
up with the disease. Even the most advanced countries
are facing unprecedented crisis.
The man kind is struggling to find out suitable medicines
and vaccine to contain COVID-19 Pandemic.  The COVID-
19 Pandemic has halted the entire world system of devel-
opmental process and taken the world back steps. Many
countries in the world including India will take many years
to rebuild and recover the economic lost. It not sure how
long COVID-19 Pandemic is going to continue.
The COVID-19 Pandemic has also put normal process of

Uniqueness of Christian
Healing Ministry

Dr. Bamin Tada, Medical Secretary CBCNEI, Guwahati



July - September 202012

health delivery system into crisis. India with 1.3 billion
populations also going through tremendous hardship in
providing normal health care services and also to contains
the ever-increasing COVID-19 cases.  Nationwide
Lockdown clamped from 6pm 24th March 2020, the move-
ment of man, material and all kinds of transportations
restriction was imposed.  Owing to which Hospitals all over
India started to feel less inflow of patients. The patients
with non-COVID could not seek medical help.  During
month of April, May and June 2020 there had massive
movements of migrant laborers, which might have facili-
tated spread of virus.
Today India has touched almost 7 million cases and 1mil-
lion death with COVID-19 positivity rate 8.8 which will be
the largest in the world and very soon India might emerge
as COVID-19 case highest in the world.    It has impacted
even hospitals across the countries and most of the hospi-
tals in private or government had to be closed or partially
closed due to COVID-10 Pandemic. Even in Guwahati city
and also many states, because of non-availability of facili-
ties, many non-Covid patients found no place to go for
treatment.
   During such situation the responds of our CBCNEI Hos-
pitals, Jorhat  Christian Medical Centre, Satribari Chris-
tian Hospital both in Assam, Tura Christian Hospital,
Babupara Christian Hospital  both in Meghalaya,
Kangpokpi Christian Hospital in Manipur and even Impur
in Nagaland are laudable and commendable. The hospi-
tals could not close like other hospital but compel to ren-
der services to the poor and needy patients who were run-
ning around for health care. That has made our Hospitals
unique. The reason is very clear, because all these hospi-
tals are founded in Christian faith by American Mission-
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aries way back in 1908. Most of them have crossed 100
years of services to the people of North East India. A few
more will be celebration centenary in 4, 5 years time. As
Medical Secretary of the council, I was in constant touch
with them during Lockdown Time. True to the faith and
commitment, our doctors and nurses did not sway away
from duties and responsibilities, risking own life. That has
exhibited true spirit of Jesus life and teaching of compas-
sion. All I have to tell you is that our CBCNEI Hospitals
rendering services almost like normal time. The sick people
come to our hospitals with faith and trust.
Ever since Christianity originated with the ministry of
Jesus in the 1st century in Roman Province of Judea, Jesus
Christ was recognized as Jewish teacher and healer, who
proclaimed the imminent Kingdom of God and He  was
crucified at 30-33AD and resurrected. Christians do belief
that God heals people through the power of the Holy Spirit.
It associates with various modes of healing. Faith healing
is the practice of prayer and gestures such as laying of
hands that are believed by some to elicit divine interven-
tion in spiritual and physical healing.  It is also called su-
pernatural healing. It is for believers to thinks that the
healing of diseases and disability can be brought about by
through prayers   and faith in Christ.   In the Bible, the
word heal occurs 40 times.  Although, in the Gospel ac-
cording to Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus refuses to give
a miraculous sign to prove his authority. In the Gospel of
John, Jesus is said to have performed seven miraculous
signs that characterize hi ministry, from changing water
into wine at the start of his ministry to raising Lazarus
from the dead at the end. At the same time, Jesus healed
different types of sickness in many occasions such the Lep-
rosy, the blind, the paralyzed, casted out the evil spirit;
the bleeding and dead people were raised. There are many
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more, mostly unaccountable for the Bible records simply
says things like, “And he healed them all”.
  The Bible tells us that God can heal, and that when Jesus
was on earth, he healed a lot of people. Lord Jesus had the
power over death, power over demonic forces, and power
over sins. The Bible also states that God cannot change
and that Jesus is “the same yesterday, today and forever”
(Heb 13:8). Therefore, it is clear that Jesus can still heal
people, those who believe in Him. At Mount Arbel, Jesus
Christ gave His great commission to his disciples. Mat-
thew 28: 19-20 “Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things
whatever I have commanded you.”
The Baptist faith do, strongly believe in Trinity- that is
God the Father, the Son Jesus and ever presence of Holy
spirit.  The trinity reflexes three in one. The power of God
is immeasurable, and cannot be quantified; because God
is Omni Potent, Omni present and Omniscient. Therefore,
healing power of God cannot be undermined. The healing
power of Jesus do not confined to only healing of physical
sickness but healing of mind and soul.   Divine healing in
power of Lord Jesus Christ has strong elements of an un-
seen power to heal body, mind and soul. The divine heal-
ing offers unique opportunities to expand your conscious-
ness and deepen your knowledge of your reality as a spiri-
tual being having a human experience. In other words, it
is called miracle healing. The prerequisite for faith heal-
ing is the faith in Lord Jesus Christ and on power of Holy
Spirit.
  Another dimension of healing is physical healing for
which there are sets of professionally trained people who
are called medical team comprising of doctors, nurses,



July - September 2020 15

medical technical personnel. The profession involving in
healing is also part of Christian ministry. Very often, the
importance of healing ministry has been undermined. The
concept of Christian evangelical works confined to the
church bases activities and at the most other outreach
activities.  The great deal of the life of Jesus Christ was
dedicated to healing the sick. He healed all kinds of people
both physically and spiritually. He healed the blind, the
paralyzed, the lame, the deaf, Lepers and   the lame. He
also spiritually healed by forgiving their sins.
Isaiah 53:5 “But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for out iniquities; the Chastisement for our
peace was upon Him. And by His strips we are healed”.
 In Jesus Christ our Lord,   we see him as:
 (1) A great physical healers of the body
 (2) A great spiritual healers of the soul. 1 Peter2:24, which
plainly attests to Jesus healing out spiritual lives.
 (3) Jesus is the great healers of relationship
 (4) Jesus is the healers of broken hearts and wounded
spirit.
 Proverbs 18:14
  “The human spirit can endure in sickness, but a crushed
spirit who can heal it?” Psalm 34:18 “The Lord is near to
those who a broken heart and saves such as have a con-
trite spirit.” Psalm 147:3 “He heals the broken hearted and
binds up their wounds. (Psalm 147:3)
5. Jesus is the healers of the weak: Isaiah 41:10 “Fear not
for I am with you; be not discouraged, for I am your God; I
will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with
my righteous right hand.
6. Jesus is the healer of those who fear: John 14:27 “Peace
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I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubles, nei-
ther let them be afraid.”
7. Jesus is the healer of the fatherless, the orphan, the wid-
ows and the lonely:
2 Corinthian 6:18&2 Samuel 7:14.”I will be a Father to
you and you will be my son and daughter, says the Lord
Almighty. A father of the fatherless, a defender of Widow
is God in His holy habitation. (Psalm 68:5). “I will not leave
you orphan; I will come to you.” John 14:18
  Those of us who are in the healing ministry, we must serve
the humanity as Christ did for the people with great com-
passion. We need to emulate the healing qualities of Jesus
Christ. The most holistic approach of healing ministry is
Christ model of healing.    Our works in healing ministry
is more powerful than preaching in the churches and evan-
gelical crushed. This is because; we not only heal physical
sickness but also spiritual, mental and emotional aspect
of sick people. Our action reflects Christ’s compassion as
action speaks lauder than talking. We need to understand
the deeper theological understanding of health and heal-
ing, pain and suffering, governance, management, patient
care not the least by the pastoral care. Hence segregating
physical healing from the rest components of health, such
mental, spiritual and social aspect of a sick people is does
make total health care.  Jesus practiced all the components
of the health care. God became flesh and dwelt among us.
He communicated and worked through the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.  The current practice of
medical education and the practices of medicine confined
to healing of physical sickness, tend to turns a blind eye to
the spirited aspects of holistic healing. It is, therefore, high
time for us to revisit mission and vision of healing Minis-
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try in Christian prospective.    During the most trying situ-
ation the responds to health care offered by our Christian
hospitals are commendable especially our CBCNEI run
hospital. Why our hospitals responded to the need of the
people is our hospital serves our Lord Jesus Christ as well
as our fellow human being. Secondly, our hospitals are not
only earning revenue but motto is service to man and God.
Thirdly our hospital offer services at lower cost compared
to other private hospitals.  As we see , due to COVID-19
Pandemic, the resources of many countries have been
drained, world economy, education, industries an farming
and all aspects of developmental activities has been halted.
The disease is most unlikely to go away so soon. Amidst
the chaos and confusion with surge COVID-19, the almost
health care delivery also faced challenges but our
CBCNEI hospitals in six different places responded well
in rendering yeoman services. Our doctors, nurses and
staffs were sincere enough to maintain the spirit of Mis-
sion Hospital. None of our hospital was shut down because
of the Lockdown whereas other private hospitals even
some of the government hospitals had to close down due to
Lockdown. During five month of Lockdown from April 2020
to August 2020, our CBCNEI Hospitals total OPD patients
were 25000 and Indoor Patients were almost 7000.  Hospi-
tals showed average bed occupancy rate 35 to 55 percent
which is quite satisfactory during peak crisis time.  If not
for God, our services would have broken down but God kept
the alive and active. It convinced that if God be with us we
face any challenges. I place my record to all our doctors,
nurse and staffs for their untiring dedication in the spirit
of Christ and His ministry of compassion.
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What make our CBCNEI Hospitals Unique is although
our hospitals are very old founded by American Mission-
aries about 95 – 110 years back, with limited modern fa-
cilities, there had been constant patient flow, though the
number of patients might have been reduced during ac-
tive Lockdown period. Our doctors and nurses did not sway
away from the responsibility but yet served people   with
passion in the true spirit of dedications
Since the very nature of the virus and pathogenesis is still
yet to be understood fully by the scientific community,
proper medicines and vaccine yet to be developed, the dis-
ease will continue to be there. In that case Christian hos-
pitals responds should be always available and our hospi-
tal will continue to play a pivotal role in health care deliv-
ery, especially to the poor and marginalized people.  It is
learning experiences for our hospitals and has given us
ample of opportunity to prepare for better services in
comings days. All we need is trusting in God’s powerful
hand to guide our doctors and nurses, so that can prepare
better for future eventuality.
 The Christians across the world have to prepare ourselves
for all time challenges of any eventuality. We must bring
our prayers and supplication; before our Lord Jesus Chris
for His Divine Healing and shower with His saving grace.
But we as believers in Lord Jesus Christ; must be very
firm in faith and prayers. Our hope is in the Rock of all
ages and Jesus as the Rock and foundation. Let us all pray
together in unison and AMEN.
As Christmas 2020 in the airAs Christmas 2020 in the airAs Christmas 2020 in the airAs Christmas 2020 in the airAs Christmas 2020 in the air, I along with my fam-, I along with my fam-, I along with my fam-, I along with my fam-, I along with my fam-
ily wish you all Happy Christmas and Joyous Newily wish you all Happy Christmas and Joyous Newily wish you all Happy Christmas and Joyous Newily wish you all Happy Christmas and Joyous Newily wish you all Happy Christmas and Joyous New
YYYYYear 2021.ear 2021.ear 2021.ear 2021.ear 2021.
AMENAMENAMENAMENAMEN
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I .I .I .I .I . IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction
We all know that prayer is a conversation between
God and the individual or the community on whose
behalf one or more people pray. It is also a way of
seeking communion with God in personal as well as
corporate level. It plays a crucial role in worship.
Different prayers have meaningful significance and
could either reflect our understanding of God or play
a vital part in shaping the congregant’s idea of God.
In a typical Baptist worship service, prayers are
usually limited to Invocation, Intercession, Offertory
and Benediction. Some churches are content with
clubbing together different forms, e.g. invocation
with Intercession or more at one go. However, there
are several other forms of prayers with deep meaning
and incorporating them separately at different
phases into our worship service could enrich our
worship and provide wholesome nourishment to the
worshippers.

I I .I I .I I .I I .I I . Forms of Prayers and their SignificanceForms of Prayers and their SignificanceForms of Prayers and their SignificanceForms of Prayers and their SignificanceForms of Prayers and their Significance
The following are some of the forms of their prayers
and their importance in brief.
1 .1 .1 .1 .1 . InvocationInvocationInvocationInvocationInvocation: An opening prayer that signifies

IncorIncorIncorIncorIncorporating Difporating Difporating Difporating Difporating Difffffferererererent ent ent ent ent TTTTTypes ofypes ofypes ofypes ofypes of
PraPraPraPraPrayyyyyers fers fers fers fers for Enricor Enricor Enricor Enricor Enriching hing hing hing hing WWWWWorship Serorship Serorship Serorship Serorship Servicevicevicevicevice

Dr. Eyingbeni Humtsoe-Nienu serves at Baptist Theological College,
Pfutsero, Nagaland. She is the author of the liturgical book Prayers and
Litanies for all Occasions (Delhi: Christian World Imprints, 2017).
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that all our worship begins with God and he is the
object of our corporate faith. It said or sung (yes,
prayers can be sung too) at the beginning or
service or meeting to:
i. Acknowledge God’s majesty and,
ii. Acknowledge or call upon his presence and

blessings in the service.
2 .2 .2 .2 .2 . ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving: Prayer that renders recognition

of his Providence in every aspect of life; including
the sorrows and the joys of life (1Thess 5:18)

3 .3 .3 .3 .3 . ConfessionConfessionConfessionConfessionConfession: Prayer declaring one’s
transgression, whether of omission or commission
(Ps. 51). In worship, there is corporate confession
of one’s collective sinfulness and the admission of
needing God’s grace of forgiveness in Jesus
Christ. It is also a reminder of the need to forgive
one another among the worshippers (can be
followed by shaking of hands in the congregation
to symbolize harmony among the members).

4 .4 .4 .4 .4 . Dedication or CommitmentDedication or CommitmentDedication or CommitmentDedication or CommitmentDedication or Commitment: It is prayer that
expresses a personal or corporate devotion to God,
not only in a moment but in everyday living. It
usually follows a confession and seeks to forge
deeper relationship with God. A renewed effort to
live as becoming of the children of God is made in
such a prayer.

5 .5 .5 .5 .5 . LitanyLitanyLitanyLitanyLitany; It is a prayer said by the leader and
congregation responsively; ensuring that
worshippers are not passive but active
participants in the worship. The leader/pastor
spells out a series of petition and the worshippers
respond after each, usually, with same phrases.
For e.g., Leader: We pray almighty God for those
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in need of your salvation, Worshipper: And that
your name may be glorified;
Leader: We also pray that the poor may be fed
and the naked clothed,
Worshipper: And that your name may be
glorified;
All: Amen [meaning: ‘so be it’ or ‘we agree’].

6 .6 .6 .6 .6 . (Individual) Supplication(Individual) Supplication(Individual) Supplication(Individual) Supplication(Individual) Supplication: It is a request for
divine favors, which is normally personal. It
implores God to fulfil an individual’s concerns. It is
an act of our absolute dependence on God for all
our needs, worries, and burdens. Having a personal
space within a corporate worship is very powerful
in reminding the church of God’s concern for the
‘person’ in the crowd.

7 .7 .7 .7 .7 . IntercessionIntercessionIntercessionIntercessionIntercession: It is a request for favors for others
or on behalf for others or on behalf of others. It is
an act of outward focus that pleads god for the
interest of other fellow human beings. Intercessory
prayers ensure a community growth while imitating
Christ’s overflowing love and mercy for the world.
It is also an affirmation of the church’s unity and
our collective care for the other.

8 .8 .8 .8 .8 . Collect:Collect:Collect:Collect:Collect: Literally means “to gather” the people to
focus on worship or to any part in the service, e.g.,
Holy Communion. There is a structure comprising
of –
i. Address to God  ii. Petition    iii. Praise iv. Amen
A sample of a collect would look like this: i) Almighty
God, who is eternally good ii) help us to know your
holy ways and to love others as ourselves  iii) so
that we may ever reflect your goodness everyday
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through Jesus Christ, who was obedient to you even
unto death iv) Amen. The collect above is aimed to
enable the Communion partakers to remember that
any goodness in them is based on the work of Christ.
The emphasis of a collect is dependent on the place
and time it is said.

9 .9 .9 .9 .9 . PsalmPsalmPsalmPsalmPsalm: Prayers that refer to a sacred song and/or a
poem read in worship or sung with musical
accompaniment. Normally, it is normally extracted
from the book of Psalms, which contain the praises
of God (Ps 150) but also heartfelt laments (Ps 13)
and imprecations (Ps 69) that are expressed in
exquisite language. It directs the worshipers
towards God and also towards their inner battles,
particularly as they are caused by external forces
of ungodliness and injustices. Praying from the
Psalms reconnects us to the Word of God, and guides
us to act in faith in all circumstances as did the
faithfuls of old.

10.10.10.10.10. Doxology:Doxology:Doxology:Doxology:Doxology: A prayer that represents a
worshipful expression of praise sung to the Triune
God (From Greek: Doxa+logy- ‘word of glory/praise’).
A classic example is that of “Praise God from who
all blessings flow…” (Thomas Ken, 1674). In many
Baptist Churches, it is sung as an offertory prayer
as a way of giving back to God a token of all blessings
that have flowed down from him, including financial
resources and food products. This valuable
traditional prayer can never go out of style and it is
the worship leader’s duty to ensure that it remains
an indispensable element of our worship service.

111111.1.1.1.1. BenedictionBenedictionBenedictionBenedictionBenediction: A pronouncement of blessing to
conclude a worship service or Christian gathering (from
Latin: bene ‘well’-diction ‘to speak’). It seeks God’s help
and blessing upon the congregants by the pastor/
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preacher or any Christian ‘elder’ entrusted with that
part. Leaving the service with the blessing of God is a
way of continuing our worship beyond the church and
onto the world.

III .I II .I II .I II .I II . Right Right Right Right Right Attitude in PrayerAttitude in PrayerAttitude in PrayerAttitude in PrayerAttitude in Prayer
Keeping the following three theological thoughts in
mind before saying any prayer is essential.
1 .1 .1 .1 .1 . The omniscience of GodThe omniscience of GodThe omniscience of GodThe omniscience of GodThe omniscience of God: Oftentimes, those who

pray have the habit of explaining or informing one’s
circumstances to god, as if presenting a report. For
instance, it is not necessary to give statistics to God
of how many people died or are in poverty while
praying for peace in Assam. We must approach god
with an understanding that God’s knowledge
escapes nothing and that he knows each detail of
our reality.

2 .2 .2 .2 .2 . The Holiness of GodThe Holiness of GodThe Holiness of GodThe Holiness of GodThe Holiness of God: St Basil (330-379 CE) rightly
calls prayer as “an appeal for good things made to
God by devout people”. Since God is holy, those who
pray must go to him in holiness. This means that
one must be purged from all kinds of malice. It is
wrong to presume that we can pray to God anyhow
even if that implies using dishonourable languages
and making requests that contradict god’s just and
holy nature.

3 .3 .3 .3 .3 . The Mercy of GodThe Mercy of GodThe Mercy of GodThe Mercy of GodThe Mercy of God: In prayer we appeal to God for
his favour, which is to say that we live and move by
his grace. His mercy alone can grant us the requests
and not by any individual or collective merit. Our
dependence on his generosity allows us to humble
ourselves and to cling more tightly to his grace and
yield more fully to his will. The arrogance of
presuming that our prayers are answered according
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to one’s level of righteousness is to deny our
imperfection and to discount God’s treatment of us
in kindness despite our failings (Ps 103:10; Lam
3:22).

IVIVIVIVIV..... ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion
The list of prayers above is not necessarily to be followed
in order neither is it to be incorporated in its entirety in a
service. It can be woven tastefully into the whole service
so that worshippers are constantly drawn to intentional
moments of encounter with God. As a caution, prayer
leaders must intentionally avoid redundancy by not
repeating the same form of prayer by different persons in
the same service. For example, when the Invocation and
Intercession both do confessional prayer it is an
unnecessary repetition. It is important that a service
planner or leader remind the participant not to repeat
what has been prayed for by the earlier participant.
Usually, advance preparation helps to avoid prayer
becoming meaningless lengthy utterance and, at times,
common sense aided by the Holy Spirit’s wisdom, is helpful
in discerning which forms will comprise one’s public prayer.
One must not be afraid to listen to those before him/her
and make necessary changes; not for one’s sake but for
the sake of the worshippers. Words of prayers are important
for its transformative effect on the hearer and so must not
be uttered thoughtlessly or repeated needlessly. Any
conversation with God in public is a serious business and
must be well rehearsed and the cause of the community
represented with sincerity and utmost respect to him who
is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think (Eph 3:20). Amen.
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As the Government announced a lightning lockdown on
March 23, 2020, thousands of Northeasterners, those who
were either studying or earning a living in mainland In-
dia retuned home. Like in other states of the Northeast
and as a standard protocol, the Government of Nagaland
also made it mandatory for all returnees to undergo a quar-
antine period of 14 days in government designated quar-
antine centers, but more centers were designated in
Dimapur as it being the entry point for most travelers from
other states in India. Poor quality of public healthcare in
Nagaland has been a sore point way prior to the outbreak
of the global pandemic. Now given the magnitude of the
challenge posed by the expected returnees to Nagaland,
the state was already reeling under enormous pressure in

By: The Faculty at OTS

Oriental Theological Seminary, Dimapur,
converted into a

Quarantine CenterQuarantine CenterQuarantine CenterQuarantine CenterQuarantine Center
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setting up sufficient quarantine facility for the thousands
of people returning home, let alone the scarcity of resources
for testing and treatment of the positive cases.
Weighing the enormous need of the context, Oriental Theo-
logical Seminary (OTS) of the Nagaland Baptist Church
Council, offered the government of Nagaland its two most
significant spaces- the chapel and the administrative com-
plex- to host the returnees for observation under quaran-
tine.  Within a fortnight, the Seminary community con-
verted our campus into a hundred bedded institutional
quarantine facility. For a little over a month, from 22nd May
to 18th June 2020, we took care of 83 persons. The entire
OTS community, including 20 stranded students sacrifi-
cially took turns round the clock to serve the quarantined
inmates at OTS.
The decision to temporarily convert the facility at OTS as
a quarantine center is an extraordinary step taken by the
seminary community. Given the fear and stigma of the
pandemic of Covid- 19, our first challenge was from our
well-wishers who termed our decision as impulsive, even
foolish.  Furthermore, our limited resources (financial,
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human, infrastructure) and lack of professional training
in managing a pandemic situation offered us many con-
vincing reasons to opt out of this situational calling. We
knew that we were risking ourselves, our families, and even
the extended members of the community by becoming vul-
nerable and exposed to the probability of the infection.
Despite these risk factors, our faith in God called out loudly
to respond and serve our people during this difficult time.
The need for faith-based institutions like OTS to serve as
transforming agents and become contextually relevant to
the changing realities around us has been an ongoing con-
cern. The OTS faculty in particular, have been talking,
studying and writing about it, yet often not daring enough
to take the leap of actually “doing/living out” our theolo-
gies. But when the new reality of COVID-19 hit home, it
finally gave us the push to become what we were called out
to be – a Christian community open to embrace, engage,
support and care for one another. In particular, our deci-
sion to convert OTS into a place of refuge, safety and heal-
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ing was guided by our Lord’s command to, go and do like-
wise (Luke 10:37).
For a small community like ours, responding to such a co-
lossal task provided us experiences of setbacks, challenges
and lessons on a daily basis. Moreover, despite the
government’s efforts in providing needed support their
assistance did not add up to half of the requirement for
running the quarantine center. The faculty, staff, and our
own families solicited help from our personal social circles
to provide gloves, masks, sanitizers, toiletries etc. The
Churches and villagers from the vicinity of OTS also pro-
vided us with vegetables and dry rations on several occa-
sions to aid our food supply.  All these acts of generosity
boosted the morale of our community and enabled us to
see the visible hand of God at work in our midst.
A crisis has the capacity to bring about a defining moment.
This is especially true in the case of OTS and her experi-
ence of serving as a quarantine center. The world of theol-
ogy and the lived experiences of people are most often
treated in separate compartments. But the current crisis
of COVID-19 provided OTS an opportunity to realign her-
self to the experience of isolation, uncertainty and pain of
the people of God, by becoming fully aware and rooted to
the reality of suffering caused by the pandemic, being
present to respond to the needs of the returnees and jour-
neying deep into their interior world now fragmented as a
result of the pandemic. In brief, OTS was able to bridge
the gap between taught theology and lived experiences.
These are testing times for Christian faith-based commu-
nities and we hope that our actions will inspire Christian
communities in this part of the world to step forward and
reach out to the people beyond the four walls of the church
building.
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Greetings from LM Student’s ministry to all the readers.
The year 2019-2020 academic year starts with 57 students
from 33 communities of NE region. But unfortunately the
year went through a very tough time due to CAA agita-
tions and the Covid -19 pandemic which affects the student’s
community and their academic. However, presently they
are doing online classes, and by God’s grace they are all
safe and sound. Hopefully, academic session of 2020-2021
will be fully functioning from the month of October. And
here is a brief report of 2019-20 academic session.
ACADEMIC STACADEMIC STACADEMIC STACADEMIC STACADEMIC STAAAAATUS: 2019-2020TUS: 2019-2020TUS: 2019-2020TUS: 2019-2020TUS: 2019-2020
Higher Secondary first year students = 05
Higher Secondary second year students = 07
TDC first year students = 12
TDC second year students = 06
TDC final year students = 08
Graphic Design student = 01
Banking (Coaching) student = 01
Medical (Coaching) students = 08
CAT (Coaching) students = 04
LL.B students = 04
Ph. D scholar = 01

A brief  report of LM
Students’ Ministry

M. Talimoa Ao, Chaplain, Lewis Memoial (LM) Student Ministry
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2020 FINAL EXAM2020 FINAL EXAM2020 FINAL EXAM2020 FINAL EXAM2020 FINAL EXAM
7 students appeared HS, and all passed in good positions.
8 Medical and 4 CAT coaching students successfully com-
pleted their studies.
8 TDC and 1 LL.B students will be writing final exam start-
ing from October 2020.

PROGRAM PROGRAM PROGRAM PROGRAM PROGRAM AND AND AND AND AND ACTIVITIES:ACTIVITIES:ACTIVITIES:ACTIVITIES:ACTIVITIES:
1. Fresher’s Social
2. Retreat
3. Sports
4. Mission trip

Besides hostel activities and program students were also
actively involved and participated in their local Churches
and Fellowships program.

Lastly but not the least, I express my thanks to CBNCEI
Office on behalf of all the 5 students of LM Student Minis-
try from granting scholarship a sum of Rs 30,000 /- each.
Continue to pray and support LM Student’s Ministry for
God’s glory.
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I bring warm Christian greetings from Shillong Tyrannus
Hall (STH) Shillong, in the matchless name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. In this page I would like to
introduce you about Shillong Tyrannus Hall, CBCNEI
Students Ministry. STH has been around for more than 30
years and has been actively involved in shaping the lives
of young people for that many years. Tyrannus hall is not
just a hostel. It is a home, rather, where young men are
trained, disciple and nurtured to be effective people of God
able to make a change wherever they go. The main goal of
STH is to train and disciple the students in bringing up
well qualified scholars and Spirit filled Christian’s in our
society. We emphasize on well rounded developments of a
person physically, mentally, academically and spiritually.
To this end, we have vespers, lectures, Library and sports
facilities, spiritual events and more. We have had students
from all seven states of north east India. The hall is
multicultural setting where people from different tribes,
cultures and languages come together to live as brothers.
This gives students a chance to share the beauty of
diversity. For these reasons STH is unique for its unity

Dr. Kansinlung Kamei, Chaplain, Shillong Tyrannus Hall
Shillong

Greetings from Shillong
Tyrannus Hall
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and diversities. This is a hostel with a difference and
students are trained here to make a difference in the world
that they are going to interact. Since its inception STH
has made tremendous strides in all fields and is
consistently looking forward to greater achievements in
producing well qualified scholars with academic excellence.
Yes the Covid 19 pandemic has totally affected the whole
world. We are in the trying times. Since all the universities
and colleges are closed until furthur notice due to this
pandemic, most of our students have gone home. Only five
of them are in the hostel now. Yet, discipleship work is going
on for those students residing in the campus. We have four
students who will be graduating this year and their 6th

semester final exam is due on 7th – 14th October, 2020. For
the new students, online classes have begun by 1st
September, 2020 for this new academic session 2020-2021.
And regarding our Hall, 12 seats are vacant for this new
academic session.    Out of which eight seats have already
filled so far and another four seats are yet to fill. Please do
continue to pray for the CBCNEI student’s ministry.
Thank you.
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Built in 1937 by the American Baptist Mission with a gener-
ous donation of Rs.50,000/-  from a visionary lady called Sa-
rah E.White. A big bungalow was built exclusively for the
young college going girls where they can stay safely in Chris-
tian environment with proper guidance of moral values and
discipline to pursue their career.
Ministry and its objectives:Ministry and its objectives:Ministry and its objectives:Ministry and its objectives:Ministry and its objectives:
Ø This is the only Christian hostel for girls and one of the

oldest projects existing in Guwahati city run by CBCNEI.
Ø Guwahati being the metropolitan city as well as an edu-

cation hub to the North east, we have so many young
immature girls who has come out from their homes and
away from parents supervision and finding their way in
this city to pursue their education, career and dreams
where they are faced with tremendous challenges and
distractions from other faith and ever enticing liberal
modern worldly living which has a very strong impact in
their life.  Therefore this hostel ministry was established
under the umbrella of CBCNEI with a concern and mo-
tive to shelter these young college going girls in order to
guide and nurture them with religious instructions,
spiritual guidance and educational career counselling for
character building and explore opportunities according

Status ofStatus ofStatus ofStatus ofStatus of
WWWWWhite Memorial Studentshite Memorial Studentshite Memorial Studentshite Memorial Studentshite Memorial Students

MinistrMinistrMinistrMinistrMinistryyyyy, CBCNEI, CBCNEI, CBCNEI, CBCNEI, CBCNEI
(Hostel f(Hostel f(Hostel f(Hostel f(Hostel for giror giror giror giror girls)ls)ls)ls)ls)

N.Siria, Chaplain

A Heritage Bungalow of  the Baptist women folk in
North East India.
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to their capabilities.
Ø Discipleship making is one of the key roles in this minis-

try. It becomes a part of their daily activity. They are
train with Christian doctrines and moral values.

Ø The ministry also focus on nurturing them to attain spiri-
tual maturity as they go along with their lives in the secu-
lar world.

Ø Providing safe and secure shelter to these young girls,
wards off the vulnerabilities and insecure living in rented
houses in this big city. Many girls stayed in rented house
with no proper guardian which in turn led to many un-
desirable instances taking place.

Ø Besides educational and professional career guidance,
the ministry endeavour to guide and nurture them to
grow spiritually so that they become a mature and re-
sponsible person. Accommodating girls from different
regions with different cultures and background comes
with its own challenges. Therefore, they are encouraged
to recognise and respect each other differences and mo-
tivate them to come up with the good innovative ideas
and qualities so that they bring a life transformation to
our NE region.

Past glories:Past glories:Past glories:Past glories:Past glories:
Ø Thousands of young girls took shelter in this hostel and

achieved their career. They return home with a trans-
form life and with deeper visions and dreams. Many young
girls became a successful business women, entrepre-
neurs, administrators, church ministers, directors, jour-
nalists, doctors, engineers etc.

Ø Twenty, thirty years ago this establishment was the best
and finest and the only hostel for girls and to secure a
seat was an achievement in itself. Interview day for se-
lection was one of the hardest jobs for the hostel board
due to heavy applicants for hostel seats. More than 70%
of the students are from high class/aristocrat background.
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Present status:Present status:Present status:Present status:Present status:
Ø At present we can accommodate only 43 students due to

congestion. The (TDC) three years degree course stu-
dents have returned from home after lockdown relax-
ation only to write their final online exam. After their
exam 8 students will be leaving for good after October
2020. Due to COVID 19 pandemic, 2020-21 academic year
plans is unsuccessful. Regular students as well as new
students are still reluctant to return.

Ø Admission is open for the new academic year. However,
due to the prevailing Covid19 Pandemic situation, last
date of admission cannot be determined at present.

Facts about the hostel:Facts about the hostel:Facts about the hostel:Facts about the hostel:Facts about the hostel:
Ø Every academic year boarders come from all over NE

states, mostly Tribal. Every year 2 to 3 candidates join
the hostel from other faith. By God grace they willingly
take part diligently in our spiritual activities without
fail. They are more disciplined and well mannered than
our Christian girls.

Ø The hostel is in a prime locations for reputed Institutes
like: Cotton College, K.C.Das Commerce College,
Pragjyotish, Arya Vidyapeeth, Handique Girls College,
Aakash Coaching Paltan and Ullubari, B. Borooah  Col-
lege, S.B.Deora College, and other private coaching cen-
tres.

Concern for the hostel:Concern for the hostel:Concern for the hostel:Concern for the hostel:Concern for the hostel:
Ø Undoubtedly this hostel is one of the finest and the best

hostel from its inception till the turn of this 21st century.
The building is 83 years now and all its amenities in the
building are very old due wear and tear and required an
overhaul. Therefore, need of the hour is immediate com-
plete renovation of the building.

Ø Preserving a historic property and a Heritage Bungalow
which was constructed during British Raj will be a feather
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in the cap. The foundation is still standing strong which
will last for many more years to come.

The Challenge :The Challenge :The Challenge :The Challenge :The Challenge :
Ø Guwahati is now a fast developing metropolitan city.

Many institutes, individual and private parties are de-
veloping facilities like well furnished house rent, hos-
tels and PG’s with all the modern amenities at competi-
tive prices started flourishing in the city. Parent as well
as the children looks for better facilities. Therefore in
order to compete with others, we need immediate major
renovation of this old building and begin planning for
better establishment for the future.

My appeal and challenge to all my fellow believers of
CBCNEI, especially women folk is that, long ago a single
American lady funded to build a big bungalow for us, like
wise let us also follow her example and lift up this project
for our future generations. By God’s grace we are thousand
and thousand times more potential today than eighty years
ago. Therefore, why not we unite and rebuilt the only exist-
ing shelter in this metro city of our region for our girls and
daughters today for their tomorrow.
 Our best and finest hostel White Memorial Hostel a “Heri-
tage Bungalow” and its properties are in a state of disre-
pair, growing old and wearing off due to long neglect and it
looks like we are still in the 19th century. Come let us join
hands once again and lift this mission project for our daugh-
ters.
We need your prayer support, suggestion, collective wisdom
and financial contribution to uplift this project.
Contact add:Contact add:Contact add:Contact add:Contact add:
White Memorial Student Ministry (Girls Hostel)White Memorial Student Ministry (Girls Hostel)White Memorial Student Ministry (Girls Hostel)White Memorial Student Ministry (Girls Hostel)White Memorial Student Ministry (Girls Hostel)
Ph: 9957339613.Ph: 9957339613.Ph: 9957339613.Ph: 9957339613.Ph: 9957339613.
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During one of my many meetings and conversations with
Shri Chubatemjen, former Minister Nagaland, I expressed
my desire and eagerness to meet Rev Dr K. Imotemjen
Aier one day if God willing. Shri Chubatemjen is the co-
brother in law of Rev Dr  K. Imotemjen Aier and he will-
ingly made arrangements for our meeting.
As planned, one day I went along with my son to visit the
wonderful family of Rev Dr Aier and were warmly welcomed
by his wife Mrs Arenmongla Jamitsur of Ungma village.
As we were pleasantly led inside the comfortable sitting
room, Dr Aier also joined us from the adjoining room and
we warmly shook hands for the first time. After exchang-
ing some pleasantries, he started narrating about many
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the life ofthe life ofthe life ofthe life ofthe life of
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AierAierAierAierAier



July - September 2020 39

things that I had never heard of earlier or learnt about
and was surprised at his vast knowledge and experience.
We continued our discussion over tea & snacks, then after
praying together, decided to meet again.
On my second visit, he gave me many invaluable docu-
ments and manuscripts collected from different sources.
While reading through these, I found him to be a very sin-
cere, sharp and hard-working gentleman. As I learnt more
about him, I found him to be an extremely meticulous per-
son, who bestowed everything upon God, and this led me
to be even more interested to know further about this man
of God. He is truly a God chosen leader for the Nagas and
a great man who is immensely blessed by God. Therefore,
I decided that I should write an article on him so that oth-
ers may also be blessed.
Rev Dr K. Imotemjen Aier, son of Kariyongdang Aier and
Tsuknungchila was born on 5th May, 1931 at Longjang vil-
lage. After doing his early schooling in his village, he com-
pleted his Matriculation from Mokokchung in 1952. He
then went on to study B.Th at the then Jorhat Bible Col-
lege, presently the Eastern Theological College and later
completed B.D at Serampore, Kolkata in 1961. The same
year, he began teaching at the Bible School and High
School, Impur. From 1963 January, he served as the Field
Evangelist and also Chairman of the ABAM Executive
Committee. During January and June 1963, he also served
as the Acting Executive Secretary ABAM during the ab-
sence of Rev Kijung. The same year in the month of De-
cember, he married Miss Arenmongla Jamitsur at the
Ungma Baptist Church.
After obtaining World Council of Churches Scholarship,
he went for further studies at the Colgate Rochester Di-
vinity School, New York (USA) in 1964, and returned to
India in 1965 after completion. While serving in Impur
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thereafter, upon the request of CBCNEI to ABAM for his
services, he began serving as the Associate Executive Sec-
retary, CBCNEI Guwahati. Later on, he continued serv-
ing in the CBCNEI as the General Secretary from 1968 to
1988. During these years, there happened a great trans-
formation and revival in North-East India and thus re-
sulted in many new Churches being established under the
banner of CBCNEI.
One of the most significant records during his 21 years of
service at the CBCNEI was his appointment as the Vice
President from India at the Baptist World Alliance. His
leadership at the highest pedestal in the white men’s world
was an achievement not only for the Nagas but Indians as
well because Western world began to recognize the impor-
tance of CBCNEI at the Baptist International Ministry
(BIM). Two major international events were celebrated
during his tenure at the CBCNEI – the Centennial cel-
ebration of ABAM, Impur in 1972 where more than 40,000
delegates converged together to celebrate the 100 years of
Christianity for the Ao-Nagas and Nagaland during which
he was also the President of the Centennial Celebration.
The second big event was the successful celebration of
CBCNEI Sesquicentennial in Dimapur where more than
50,000 gathered to glorify His name. 
During his services with the CBCNEI, he also represented
and served in the following organizations:
1. North East India Christian Council
2. Baptist Union of India
3. National Christian Council of India
4. Asian Baptist Federation
5. American Baptist Foreign Mission society (the present
Baptist International Ministry)
6. Baptist World Alliance
7. Baptist Council of World Nation.
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After retirement from CBCNEI, his family was again in-
vited by the Board of International Ministry (BIM) to serve
as Missionary to the United States of America. As a Mis-
sionary for a couple of years in USA, he preached and trav-
elled all across, reviving the people to Christ where the
Churches were decaying. Thereafter, the BIM again com-
missioned him as India’s Residential Cross Cultural Mis-
sionary. His family was then based at Balasore Town,
Orissa and administered in the BIM Mission fields of Ben-
gal, Orissa, Bihar Baptist Church Association (BOBBCA).
The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society which had
established these mission fields hundreds of years ago,
were unfortunately declining but he successfully intro-
duced great revival to these areas and strengthened the
Churches. After his services in these 3 Indian states, and
as he was about to go for retirement, the erstwhile Baptist
World Alliance,  the present BIM, appreciating his sincer-
ity, honesty and hard-work requested him to be the Power
of Attorney to BIM properties in India. He said that this
assignment was the biggest challenge in his life because
he had to protect and preserve all movable and immov-
able assets of the BIM against all odds, including intimi-
dation, wrong and willful accusations, insults and even
court litigations. But with his prayers and strong faith in
God, he was successful in the protection of properties worth
crores of Rupees for the BIM and for which he was again
highly appreciated and respected worldwide.
And after serving God for all his life, he retired from the
BIM Power of Attorney in 2018. And at his ripe age of 90
years, he is still physically strong without any major health
issues, nor is his clear eye sight, ears, teeth and his mind
affected and he is as young and healthy as any able-bod-
ied person. It should be our prayer that our Almighty
grants him a long life for the glory of His name and as a
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blessing to our people. He is not only a living legend and a
very important personality for the Nagas or Indians but a
very indispensable figure at the international level of BIM.
He is the first person from NEI to reach such a level of
recognition, respect and honor, and I would like to request
and advice younger generation to emulate and follow his
footsteps.
I am sharing this brief account of his life because I believe
that we have much to learn from this great leader, and it
is high time that we should make efforts to take advice
and blessings from him and also acknowledge his selfless
contributions.
He and his wife have been blessed with 3 very successful
children. Their daughter Dr Limatula is the District Im-
munization Officer at Mokokchung, son Er Lanusungkum
is the Principal System Analyst at the NIC Kohima and
youngest son Bendangyanger is a successful businessman
at BBA CISCPO, California, USA.

An autobiography of  Gods’ warrior Rev Dr K. Imotemjen. Aier is being
written by renowned author Tiala Imchen, and we hope to learn and ben-
efit much more after the book is released. May God bless you all.
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The total lockdown in India as a measure to contain the spread of  the
Corona virus pandemic for months altogether, has adversely affected the
lives of many families especially the rural poor in the northeastern part
of  India. The COVID-19 pandemic has created an uncertain future
for several groups of people especially the rural poor, migrant workers
and daily wage laborers, due to their limited access to their day-to-day
earning activity. Hence, with no other source of income due to the na-
tionwide lockdown, the impacted families are in an increasingly
vulnerable situation and subject to hunger, malnutrition, starvation, dis-
crimination and exploitation. The impact of  the Corona virus
pandemic towards the lives of  the weaker section of  the larger society
becomes a matter of  concern for Church Auxiliary for Social Action.

Therefore, regional field office of CASA, Guwahati has reinforced aware-
ness message dissemination with local church’s organizations and local
government institutions through engaging Church’s leaders for promot-
ing the urgency of  social distancing, personal hygiene and healthy
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behaviors’, protecting and caring for the most vulnerable, encouraging
positive parenting, preventing violence against weaker section and reduc-
ing stigma and discrimination. With CASA support, more than hundred
pastors and other Church’s leaders are disseminating COVID-19 aware-
ness messages through their regular religious preaching at churches in ten
districts and twenty blocks of  five states in Northeast India. The Church’s
leaders have found expressively talked about coughing and sneezing eti-
quette, social distancing and messages on quarantine and isolation in
COVID-19 situation. The Church’s mikes have used for COVID-19
message dissemination in the villages. CASA regional office sent out ap-
peal letters to the Church’s organizations on “Do’s and Don’ts” and the
Church’s leaders spread the messages to their respective local Churches
across the states.

Though children do not appear to be at higher risk for COVID-19
than adult population, this is important that parents play a role in teach-
ing children to wash their hands and helping them cope with stress in
COVID-19 situation. The negative impact of  this pandemic is pushing
more families into poverty and children are at higher risk of  violence and
exploitation. Under these circumstances, CASA regional field office en-
courages hundreds of Church-based educational leaders to reach thou-
sands of under-privileged children and their parents for promoting posi-
tive parenting, and preventing violence against children and reducing stigma
and discrimination.

Therefore, with CASA support, the Church’s leaders extended humani-
tarian aid to 20,790 families covering villages who are victims of  Covid-
19 crisis in 162 rural villages across twenty blocks of  NE India (Table-1-
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Below). The primary beneficiaries are widows, differently disabled, daily
laborers, stranded migrants and the most
marginalized families. The ration kits/items distributed to each
family are; Rice-10kg, Pulses-1kg, Mustard Oil-1Litre, Potatoes-2Kg,
Onion-2Kg, Salt-1kg, Face Mask, Hygiene Kit containing; Sanitary
Napkins, Soaps, Detergent Powder, Phenyl and hand sanitizer etc. In
addition, Church’s leaders mobilized locally available resources such as
food and some amount of cash distributed to daily laborers, orphans,
old ages, widows, and physically challenged families. Besides generous
humanitarian aid, Church’s leaders translated posters and leaflets in their
own vernacular as per the World Health Organization (WHO) and
Government of  India (GOI) guidelines and share to the community for
dissemination. They also demonstrated via social media platform to cre-
ate mass awareness on Corona virus preventive measures and making sure
that not only extending relief but also contribute to the prevention of
Corona virus in the villages to protect their health and maintain safe so-
cial distancing practices.

Table-1. CASA supported Church’s Organizations in Five States of
Northeast

Church’s leaders are praying day and night for the National leaders (Cen-
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tral and State Govern-
ment), Frontline workers
(Doctors, Nurses, Police
Forces, Volunteers) and the
patients who are suffering
from the Covid-19 pan-
demic. CASA has been
working with Church’s
Council and Association in
five States in association
with other voluntary or-

ganizations for the wellbeing
of the weaker sections espe-
cially women and children in
the region for the last many
years. When social distancing
and lock down situation dur-
ing COVID-19 makes it dif-
ficult to reach community
with awareness messages,
about hundreds of  Church’s
leaders have stepped up in disseminating information about COVID-19
in the region. Pastors and other Church’s leaders are very influential and
play a constructive role in communicating people in the region. They
can help as the first comforter, teacher and counselor through providing
right information and moral motivation in any pandemic situation.
Church’s leaders are recognize as a positive force that strengthen the ca-
pacity of  the community and empower the weaker section to respond

to the COVID- 19 pandemic with hope and dignity
in the Northeast region of  India.

Mr. Phungreiso Varu, CASA Regional Field Office,
Satribari-Guwahati
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We have witnessed the police brutality and murders of
George Floyd in Minneapolis, followed by the destructive
acts of protesters in different parts of the world.  According
to the UN News, more than 600 rights groups called for an
investigation into police violence after the murder of George
Floyd.  The white Minneapolis police officer, Mr Derek
Chauvin, who knelt on George Floyd’s neck for almost nine
minutes faces charges of second-degree murder and human
slaughter. The other three officers have been charged with
aiding and abetting murder.  Denouncing racism, the UN
Human Rights Council President, Elisabeth Tichy-
Fisslberger, said that the issue of Floyd’s killing is not just
one isolated killing in one country, but it goes beyond, and it
is a crucial universal concern that needs to be seriously
addressed.  The British Crime Survey reveals that in 2004,
around 87,000 people from black or minority ethnic
communities said they had been victims of a racially
motivated crime. They had suffered 49,000 violent attacks,
with 4,000 being wounded. The practice of racism is indeed
sin and crime against humanity.
The gruesome murder of Ahmad Arbery, Breonna Taylor,
George Floyd and many others reveals how deep the racial
mind-set are in our society.  This is just one episode, but the
black, the indigenous people and many racial minorities have

Rev. Dr. Wati Longchar
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been facing discrimination, both individually and collectively,
for centuries. During the colonial era, millions of Africans
were captured, purchased, transported and enslaved in
Europe and in North America. They were forced to work in
railways construction, sugar plantations, cotton, tobacco, tea,
rice and many other plantations, and development works.
They were considered as properties and chattels for sale;
they were brought to market places and sold along with
animals and goods and frequently sold at auctions. If the
buyers were not willing to buy, the whole family members
were broken up for sale. The slave trade lasted for 400 years.
It is said that about 40,000,000 Africans were transported
from Africa to the U.S. Dunbar estimated that 900,000 slaves
were imported in the sixteenth century, 2,750,000 in the
seventeenth century, over 7,000,000 in the eighteenth century,
over 4,000,000 in the nineteenth century, and about
15,000,000 in all. Even some of the Baptist, Methodist and
Presbyterian ministers owned slaves without realizing that
it is sin and denial of human rights who are created in God’s
image.
The slave trade was closely connected with the concept of
white superiority. The blacks (and also brown) were
considered not fully human beings, but seen as people with
lesser brains and not created in the image of God.  The white
colour is always understood as superior; the black is the
colour of inferiority and blackness is a sign of curse from
God. The white race is mentally, physically, morally, or
culturally superior to other races. It is not only the blacks
who were brought as slaves, the white colonizers also
assumed that the Native Americans and other indigenous
people in different parts of the world were inferior in all
human aspects. The Native Americans were merely described
as “lying, thieving, murdering savages, pagan in religion, and
racially stupid except for their animalistic cunning.” Some
Europeans thought that because the blacks and indigenous
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were pagans, it was the responsibility of the white people to
Christianize and civilize them. They thought that they were
the chosen by God to teach, dominate, rule over other
nations, and that “Africans were destined for perpetual
slavery because of the curse of Canaan.”  Sadly, the blacks,
Asians, and indigenous people lives are still valued less than
the white lives. This is what is happening today in the US
and other parts of the world.
Many tragic wars and killings have taken place due to racism
in many parts of the world. Claiming their racial superiority,
Germans slaughtered about 6 million Jews during the
Holocaust under Hitler. Asserting the White race as superior,
it is sad that about 80 million American Indians were killed
and thousands of people were made disabled in the U.S. In
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, it is said that about 209 thousand
Japanese were killed in a single day when the Americans
dropped two atom bombs. In December 1937, Japanese troops
massacred 200,000 to 300,000 people in Nanjing, China.
Taiwan still remembers the massacre of more than 30,000
Taiwanese on 29 February, 1947 by the Koumintang-led
Republic of China Government. The U.S invasion of Iraq has
claimed more than 180,000 innocent lives and more than
500,000 soldiers. Sporadic killings have become an everyday
affair in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Syria and many other
countries. We can add many more sad stories of genocide
and mass destruction that has occurred in the past and
happening till today. All the wars are an integral part of
racism and economic interest. After the land is conquered,
its people have been forced to abandon their mother tongue,
culture and religion. The conquerors instill inferiority unto
the conquered that they are backward, savage, inferior and
demonic. This is called racism.  The denial of diversity and
prejudice towards others’ races have caused much
destruction all over the world.
The Covid-19 pandemic is fuelling discrimination and racist



July - September 202050

attacks against Chinese and Asian communities are
increasing all over the world.  Racial superiority of the white
is in the psyche of many people even today.  The blacks though
are free now; they are still slaves in the eyes of racist whites
just because they are blacks. After the outbreak of Covid-19,
racial attacks on Asian-Americans and Blacks have testified
to that fact. They face not just a pandemic of health, but also
a pandemic of hate. Asians are targeted not only in the U.S,
but also in Australia and Europe. Many Asians are feeling
more vulnerable than ever before on roads, schools,
elevators, and market places and even in their own
neighbourhood. According to a recent report from the Asian
Pacific Policy and Planning Council’s Stop AAPI Hate, Asian-
Americans in California have reported 832 incidents of
discrimination in the past three months. Of those, 81 were
incidents of assault while 64 were potential civil rights
violations.  Nation-wide, there have been nearly 20,000
reported incidences of discrimination and hate speech
against the Asia and Pacific communities during the crisis
(July 21, 2020 report). President Trump continues to call
coronavirus as “Chinese Virus” and “Kung Flu” in the press
briefings and rallies. Asian-Americans, second-third
generations living in the U.S  are being asked “to go back to
China”, “go back to wherever – Asian country you belong to”,
“you  started the corona”, “Chinaman, you need to go home”,
“This f— virus came from your mother country – you nasty
as roaches”, “take your disease that’s ruining our county”.
Likewise, many have been abused, attacked and many
continue to live in fear of being attacked due to the surge of
racism against Asian. Similarly, the Australian think tank
Per Capita released a survey which shows that 81 percent of
the respondents experienced attacks related to the
coronavirus, among which 61 percent of the incidents
included racist insults and abuse.  The words “CHINA =
COVID” were found written on the wall of a house on Sunday
in a Chinese community in Sydney. Indeed, Covid-19 has



July - September 2020 51

exposed how racism creates violence and divides the people
on the basis of race and color.
Coming to Indian context, many people have been
experiencing racial discrimination for centuries. Indian
society is based on caste system and it is deeply rooted on
the practice of pollution. Deenabandhu Manchala, a Dalit
scholar, said that, “Having lived in Europe for more than a
decade and in the US for the last six years, from my
experience, I can say that India is one of the most racist
societies in the world.”
India’s caste system is widely acknowledged as the world’s
largest systemic violation of human rights, as it continues to
deny dignity and justice to over 201 million Dalits – the most
discriminated sections of the society. According to India’s
National Crime Records Bureau’s 2018 Report, around 42,793
cases of assaults, 821 murders, and 2957 rapes involving
Dalits were recorded. In other words, every day 117 Dalits
were assaulted, two murdered, and eight women raped.
Sadly, the conviction rate is barely 28%. Therefore, as a
person from there, I was very sad but not shocked.
The dalits, who are outside of the caste structure, are
considered to be the lowliest people and typically associated
with the occupations which are regarded as ritually impure,
such as those involving waste or carcasses. They are a people
traditionally regarded as “untouchable.” Contact with them
pollutes the high caste. Socialization and intermarriage are
restricted with the higher caste. During the Covid-19, the
high caste refused to stay together with dalits in the
quarantine centres. Some high caste even refused to eat food
cooked by the dalits. In the past, the Dalits were also not
allowed to read the scripture. Caste system is also religiously
sanctioned; it prescribes the occupation of each caste. Change
of function is forbidden in principle to all castes. The dalits
are not allowed to enter the temples as their presence would
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pollute the sacred places and higher castes. “The Vedas
learning was out of bounds for the dalits, the hearing of which
was to be punished with pouring molten lead into the ears
and the reciting of which to be punished by cutting off the
tongue.” Therefore, the caste system is worse, or the same
as racism in Indian context.
In the context of caste ridden society like India, adivasi/
tribals are looked down upon as inferior and discriminated
in many fronts. Many incidents of racial discrimination have
been reported against the Northeasterners in many cities,
especially in the metro cities. Seeing their mongoloid physical
features, the mainlanders called them “corona”, “chinky”,
“momo”. This is nothing but hate speech. Some were asked
to vacate their rented residence by the landlords, some were
not allowed to enter grocery shops, some were denied
boarding of public buses, and many were asked to leave the
neighbourhood. Many online harassment, filthy language and
abusive comments have been reported. Thus, many people
continue to live in fear of being abused and attacked. In some
cases, with the promise of recruiting in modeling industry
and lucrative jobs, many young girls and children have been
lured into sex industry and some alleged to be have trafficked
to foreign countries. Racism, objectification, commodification
of humans go hand and hand. There is no respect for
humanity.
Internalization of inferiority of the Blacks and Asians, while
the Whites as superior is very strong in our society today. I
had the privilege of facilitating Training in Mission (TIM), a
youth empowerment program of the Council for World
Mission (CWM), both in India and Taiwan. Student
attendance is mostly from Asia, Africa and the Caribbean
countries. Once I asked them to define “beauty” and their
answers were – fair, slim, long hair, long leg, good breast,
pointed nose, etc.  I told them that they had excluded half of
humanity – the black. Once I also posed a question “Slaves
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were taken out from Africa”, “True or False”? All TIM
students including those from Africa said, “True”.  Then, I
reversed the quote, “Good and innocent people were
forcefully kidnapped from Africa and made into slaves by
the white colonizer.” They said the reverse one is right. We
have several books entitled From Darkness to Light or From
False Religion to True Religion,  which depict internalization
of racial inferiority of African, Asian, dalit and indigenous
people.  Racial superiority and inferiority mindset have
taken deep root in our way of thinking and perception. It is
hard to come out from racial mindset. Racism thus denies
justice and perpetuates violence.
The issue of racism/casteism is intentionally promoted by
political parties for their vested interest.  We see the right-
wing populist politicians capturing power in the USA,
Eastern Europe, Philippines, Russia, India, China and some
countries in Africa and Latin America.  All of them advocate
the ideologies of hyper-nationalism, cultural and religious
conservatism.  All those populist political leaders advocate
the ideology of protectionism - our country, race, culture,
and religion are superior. They even go to the extent of
branding other communities/nations as terrorists, killers,
criminals, drug pushers and also demonize other religions,
particularly Islam. We often hear “India and Nepal are Hindu
countries”; “Pakistan, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Iran are
Islamic countries”; “Thailand, Myanmar are Buddhist
countries”. The “others” are branded as foreign religions and
the adherents of other faiths are considered as second-class
citizens. We hear the populist leaders speaking racist, sexist
and exclusivist language. In India, some politicians have said,
“Christians should go back to the West”, and the cow has
been made more valuable than a human. The populist
politicians try to project that people are poor because of
immigration, corruption, and wrong policy of the government.
People are jobless because the immigrants have taken over
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the jobs, denying the rights of locals. The populist right-wing
political leaders project themselves as the “Messiah”.
Exploiting and abusing the religious sentiment of the
“others”, they project themselves as saviors who will fix all
the problems of society.   There is a deliberate denial of
diversity, freedom of speech, violation of human rights and
manipulation of truth on the basis of race, colour, religion
and caste (and even on the basis of regions). It is a threat for
future humanity.
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor
is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Cal. 3:28
In Paul’s theology, the gospel of Jesus transcends all racial
barriers. All are the same and they all must be protected
and respected. We need to realize that those who attack
people on the basis of color/race are striking against God
who created all human beings in the image of God. There is
a divine presence in each person. They are created by God
and that demands respect for their dignity and integrity
regardless of colour, ethnicity, national origin, or social
status. Following Jesus should transcend our narrow
perception of nationalism, regionalism, racism and
protectionism. God loves diversity; it is a blessing to
humanity.  In diversity, we discover God’s richness. Exclusive
attitude towards other races is dangerous. It will lead to
violence.  Such an attitude and action will make our world a
place of hatred and mistrust. Recognition of God’s active
presence in all life, and respecting and upholding the value
of respect, openness, solidarity, caring and loving for others
are the foundation of peaceful coexistence.
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The world is undergoing indescribable crises: economically,
socially and politically. There seems to be no sign of con-
tainment of Coronavirus pandemic. Covid-19 cases are rap-
idly rising daily all over the world. Worldwide, 30,406,813
people were infected, and 951,434 people died. Hospitals
have become a place of mourning as people die daily. Mil-
lions have lost their jobs and do not know where to go and
what to do. The future is bleak. Politicians are giving false
promises and false hopes. However, the reality is that people
have no money, no job, and no food. The economic climate of
every country has plunged into a new low, facing a reces-
sion, forcing people into insecurity, fear and anxiety.
On the other hand, God’s people are praying all over the
world, crying unto God for help in terms of security, protec-
tion and a better life. In most countries, Church buildings
remain closed for almost six months. People are longing to
go to church services, but restrictions prevail. All over the
world, every Christian household has turned into a home
church. We are using modern technologies as never before
to communicate with each other. Pastors and Church lead-
ers are trying to reach their congregations through Zoom,
whatsapp, Facebook, etc., on Sundays to keep their folks in-
tact.
Where is God, while humanity is suffering beyond descrip-
tion?  Why is God silent? Is not God listening to the prayer
and cry of His people? Is God not concerned about the suf-

Is God silent in the Pandemic?Is God silent in the Pandemic?Is God silent in the Pandemic?Is God silent in the Pandemic?Is God silent in the Pandemic?
Bishop (Dr) P. R. Parichha, DD
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ferings of people around the world? These are the questions
bothering millions of minds. What is the Biblical answer?
Has there been any moment that God was silent?  The an-
swer is very much, YES.
God remained silent for 400 years while people of Israel were
suffering slavery under Pharaoh. God remained silent when
Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem and destroyed the mag-
nificent temple built by King Solomon and took away the
gold, silver and all valuable articles.     God remained silent
for 400 years between Old Testament and New Testament
times until the angel Gabriel was sent to Mary to convey
the news that she was going to give birth to Jesus the Sav-
iour of the world. God remained silent when Jesus was hang-
ing on the Cross for the remissions of the sins of the world.
Further, God was silent when Joseph was kept in a pit and
was sold to the Midianites and then to Potiphar, a Captain
of Pharoah’s guards. God was silent when Joseph was falsely
accused and put in prison by Potiphar. God was silent when
Shadrach, Meshach, and Obed-nego were cast into the burn-
ing fire. God was silent when Daniel was thrown into the
lion’s den for his religious belief and discipline. It appeared
as if everything reached the dead end. However, God has
His way. Was it a dead end? Certainly not, they came out
victorious.  God’s silence has a purpose. His ways are not
our ways, nor His thoughts, our thoughts. His ways are much
higher than ours. It takes enormous patience to wait and
see its fulfilment. Isaiah 55:8-9 says,,,,, “For my thoughts are
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts”.
The Bible says, God remembered the people of Israel and
His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that He has
established with them after 400 years. He appeared to Moses
in the burning bush, while grazing sheep.  In Exodus 3:7-8,
the Lord said, “I have seen the affliction of my people which
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are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their
taskmaster; for I know their sorrow; And I am come down to
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring
them up out of that land unto a good land, and a large, unto
the land flowing with milk and honey....”
The Bible teaches that God comes to the rescue when a man
reaches his dead end and is in an absolutely helpless condi-
tion. After 400 long years, God remembered the fate of the
people of Israel in Egypt. God said to Moses, “I have seen
the affliction of my people, have heard their cry and know
their sorrow”. It is fascinating that God can SEE, HEAR and
FEEL. God saw their affliction, heard their cry and felt the
situation the children Israel were in Egypt. Then God says,
I have come down to deliver and take you to a better place.
God’s timing is different from ours. God’s plan is high above
ours.
God is not subject to any power on earth. He is sovereign
and self-existent. He acts according to His own will, plan
and pleasure. In the Coronavirus pandemic people across
the world irrespective of nationality, culture, languages and
religion are suffering beyond description. Poor and rich,
black and white, educated and uneducated, all are on the
same boat today. Is God looking at and hearing their cry?
God has His timing and ways to act and deliver people from
the suffering of the Pandemic. So don’t lose faith in Him. He
will indeed act and deliver you and me from this dreadful
situation called Coronavirus pandemic.  So, let us continue
to wait and trust on the God Jehovah the deliverer of Israel.
We have no other choice!
 Jeremiah 17:7, “Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
LORD, and whose hope the LORD is”.

Bishop (Dr) P. R. Parichha, DD, is the Founder of  India Evangelistic Asso-
ciation and Community Church of  India. He is the Former Chairman of
India Missions Association.
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As world engaged in battle with COVID-19 pandemic
which emerged in early December, 2019 in Wuhan since
then globally corona virus outbreak has infected millions
of people and caused death of hundreds of thousands fol-
lowed by a nationwide lockdown and implementing an ini-
tial widespread educational campaign through public ser-
vice announcements promoting maintaining highly hy-
giene norms outlined in the guidelines/signage. COVID-
19 became a threat to humanity reconstructing rooms for
communal maelstrom, and superstitious beliefs. In this
crucial time, our brothers and sisters residing in different
parts of India were subjected to different kinds of discrimi-
nation, humiliation, abused and forced to vacant their
houses and jobs. While the virus discriminates against no
one. I am now more afraid of my own fellow citizens then I
am of corona virus.
ARE WE READY?ARE WE READY?ARE WE READY?ARE WE READY?ARE WE READY? We, the Church, are called to live
biblical principles of Christ, to be the voice in the society
against this #discrimination #injustice #racism. We need
to serve the purpose for which God has chosen us. Scrip-
ture encourages us to take up this task with hope and cour-

#Reopening of Churches
#Discrimination #Racism #Injustice

ARE WE READY?ARE WE READY?ARE WE READY?ARE WE READY?ARE WE READY?

Adv Pulotoli Sumi, Assistant to Justice and Peace Secretary
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age. Deuteronomy 31: 6 says “Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid or terrified because of them: for the LORD
your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor for-
sake you.”
It is remarkable that even during the time of lockdown
the churches were really never closed, even though the
buildings were shut down. The body of Christ continued
to worship, pray and study together online. With the cre-
ativity of God at work through His people, the church went
online. Thousands of people were connected, not only
needs but reaching out through phone calls to discern and
meet the needs of the community. Thus, impacting those
who lost their jobs and were unable to pay their rent and
procure essentials needs. Church has been a blessing to
many during this time. As we walk by faith, not by sight. 2
Corns 5:7.
Article 25, Constitution of India “Subject to public order,
morality and health,… all, persons are equally entitled to
the freedom of conscience and the right freely to practice,
profess and propagate the religion of one’s choice.” The
church has the constitutional right to meet. But it needs
to act wisely to be source of blessing rather than jeopar-
dizing the health and well-being of their members and the
community at large.
Churches must very cautiously work to maintain the re-
quired stipulations such as keeping physical space as re-
stricted. Some places of worship reopened based on the
Central Govt. and State Govt. guidelines and some states
choose to keep places of worship closed: Maharashtra,
Odisha, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Assam,
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu.
Every individual has the right to pray in their homes with-
out interference from the State police or administration.
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No permission is required from any authority, for assem-
bling and conducting any prayers in one’s dwelling place
per se, without causing nuisance or disturbance to others
and without causing hindrance to the general public of
the locality. E.g.: Case against pastor in Indore. In our
enthusiastic we should not make foolish steps. Each
church pastor should evaluate and examine themselves,
asking that “ARE WE READY? ARE WE READY? ARE WE READY? ARE WE READY? ARE WE READY? As we properly prepared,
and be able to cope with and adhere to all the require-
ments mandated? Have we taken every possible action to
try and make gathering for worship safe for our congre-
gation.
The guideline very clearly outlined that we have to main-
tain minimum distance of 6 feet and encourage the
churches to run at 1/3 capacity, maintaining highly hy-
giene norms, with the removal of items that can be shared
such as Bibles, hymnals, mats, information sheets, loud
singing etc. and not permitting any person with cold,
cough or other symptoms at any cost.
As I conclude, my dear fellow being, at this pandemic let
us spread Gospel, not germs, hatred, discrimination. As
though relaxation is given by the Government but Co-
rona hasn’t given relaxation. So be careful and be safe.

And noAnd noAnd noAnd noAnd now these rw these rw these rw these rw these remain: femain: femain: femain: femain: faith, hope and loaith, hope and loaith, hope and loaith, hope and loaith, hope and lovvvvve. But ge. But ge. But ge. But ge. But grrrrreat-eat-eat-eat-eat-
est ofest ofest ofest ofest of  these is lo these is lo these is lo these is lo these is lovvvvve. (1 Corinthians 13:13)e. (1 Corinthians 13:13)e. (1 Corinthians 13:13)e. (1 Corinthians 13:13)e. (1 Corinthians 13:13)
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Baptist Baptist Baptist Baptist Baptist YYYYYouth Fellowship Northouth Fellowship Northouth Fellowship Northouth Fellowship Northouth Fellowship North
East India (BYFNEI)East India (BYFNEI)East India (BYFNEI)East India (BYFNEI)East India (BYFNEI)

The Baptist Youth Fellowship of North East India for the
past seven months, like many other organizations, could
not carry out its planned programs like exchange visits
among conventions, seminar and also had to postpone
few more programs that could have taken place in the
near future, due to the un-warned outbreak of the
Coronavirus. The exchange program, the ‘New Horizon’
module training, regular meetings and Youth Fest
programs had to be postponed to very far distanced
dates to 2022, fearing possible infection of the pandemic
among participants.
The BYFNEI, all its members were involved in various
relief programs in their respective convention.
BYFNEI resolved to conduct a ‘New Horizon’ training
program on 5th October, 2020.
The meeting also selected new president of BYFNEI in
the person of Rev. Vikuo Rhi, Youth Secretary of NBCC
vacated by the completion of the second term of Mr.
Bikash G. Momin from GBC. However, the Secretary, Mr.
Monison Teron, who completed one term of office was
retained to continue for the second term.

The present members of BYFNEI are as below:
1. Rev. Vikuo Rhi, NBCC, President.
2. Mr. Monison Teron, KABC, Secretary.
3. Mr. Bikash G. Momin, GBC, member.
4. Mr. Jaywant Raj, ABC, member.
5. Mr. Litem Eshi Ori, ABCC, member.
6. Rev. Raimi Rimai, MBC, member.
7. Advocate Malthyus D. Sangma, Youth I/c, CBCNEI.
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Justice and Peace DepartmentJustice and Peace DepartmentJustice and Peace DepartmentJustice and Peace DepartmentJustice and Peace Department

Justice and peace department of CBCNEI endeavors a
faithful response to God’s call for justice and peace. We
envision a just society where peace and harmony will
prevail under the rule of law.
Our mission is to effectively engage in ushering of justice
and peace in the North East region by creating awareness
through seminars, workshops, campaign, advocacy,
research and analysis and legal consultancy/assistance.
Present activity of the department:
1. Legal seminar or workshop for the church leaders/elders
etc.
2. Human trafficking awareness
3. Peace training
4. Income tax
5. Registration of churches/ pastor wedding licence
Mr Malthyus D. Sangma is heading this department at
present.
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Seven Sisters Children Home for girls is a Home for girls
subjected to child trafficking, sexual abuse and those at risk.
It is registered under the Juvenile Justice Act holding the
registration number 98/2018 having an efficient staff
comprising of 1 Officer in-charge, 1 Child welfare officer,
1Counsellor, 2 Social/Case Workers, 9 Care coordinators, 1
Cook, 1 House Keeper, 1 Para-Medical staff, 1 Admin
Assistant, 1 Accountant, 2 Drivers, 8 full time teachers and
3 Watchmen. Most of the staffs are trained to take care of
minor girls who have been trafficked and sexually abused.
All the staffs are given training in behavior management
and counselling principles. Seven Sisters Home mandate is
to take care of the rehabilitation of the children sent to the
Home as per the Child Welfare Committee’s direction and
the decision that helps to nurture and empower the girls
towards independence. The Home submits reports to the
Child Welfare Committee, Kamrup (M) and to various other
Government Departments as and when required.  Every girl
who is referred by the Child Welfare Committee (CWC) or
District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) has their Cases
registered with the Child Welfare Committee.
Seven Sisters Home’s overall goal is to give exposures to
the girls to a complete life as far as possible, which helps
them to move forward towards independence. Girls who are
restored to their family are doing quite well. Some of them
are working and earning too. We have found job placements
for them. Till date, four (6) of our major girls are employed
in different institutions/ organisations as found by us. We
keep close contact with them and their families. Those who
are orphan come to stay with us during their holidays from
work.

SeSeSeSeSevvvvven sisters Homeen sisters Homeen sisters Homeen sisters Homeen sisters Home
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Activites

Updates on CBCNEIUpdates on CBCNEIUpdates on CBCNEIUpdates on CBCNEIUpdates on CBCNEI
building construction:building construction:building construction:building construction:building construction:
It has been CBCNEI’s
long-time ambition to be
self-reliant based ministry
and in spite of outbreak of
the global pandemic. The
Council under the leader-
ship of Rev. Dr. Akheto
Sema, General Secretary
would manage to start con-
structing building for self-

reliance to the extent possi-
ble so that the Council can
be self-reliant in near future
and support as well as ex-
pand ministries as corona
outbreak had shown us the
importance of local market
and local supply chains.
Therefore, the reforms over
the past years have to be
taken forward to build a self-
reliant council.
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Foundation Stone of CLC,Foundation Stone of CLC,Foundation Stone of CLC,Foundation Stone of CLC,Foundation Stone of CLC,
Guwahati ( extensionGuwahati ( extensionGuwahati ( extensionGuwahati ( extensionGuwahati ( extension
project) :project) :project) :project) :project) :
The laying of the cornerstone
for the new building (exten-
sion project) of CLC,
Guwahati ceremony was
held on August 18th, 2020 at
the auspicious time 9:30 am.
The General Secretary Rev.
Dr. Akheto Sema, Property
Secretary Mr. Rajib Zillie,

CBCNEI staffs and CLC
staffs and families were
present for this ceremony
and a short service was taken
by Mr. Manab Gohain, Man-
ager CLC Guwahati. Rev T.P.
Mordecai CLC Director laid
the foundation as a Ministry
and he prayed for foundation
stone laid for the new build-
ing (extension project) of
CLC, Guwahati.

Construction work for the “Mission Home” started
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7474747474ththththth Independence Day Independence Day Independence Day Independence Day Independence Day
celebration:celebration:celebration:celebration:celebration:
In commemorating the na-
tion’s Independence, CBC-
NEI celebrated 74th Inde-
pendence Day at CBCNEI
office Head Quarter.
74th Independence Day was
observed with flag-hosting
by the Chief Guest Dr. Rev
Akheto sema, General Sec-
retary, the entire event was

led by Rev. T. P. Mordecai,
Director CLC, and the Bible
verse on Ephesians 6: 10-18
was read by Adv. Pulotoli
Sumi. Families residing in-
side the CBCNEI campus
were present for this auspi-
cious celebration and the
program was concluded
with a blessing prayer by
Mr. Talimoa, LM Hostel
Chaplain.

North East ChristianNorth East ChristianNorth East ChristianNorth East ChristianNorth East Christian
University (NECU)University (NECU)University (NECU)University (NECU)University (NECU)
NewsNewsNewsNewsNews
The COVID-19 pandemic
has resulted in educational
institutions all across the
world to physically shut
down, but millions of stu-
dents globally have contin-
ued to avail online educa-

tion through different
modes of technology avail-
able. North East Christian
University (NECU) has
been working relentlessly to
provide continuous learn-
ing and online education to
its students who are located
in different parts of the
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North Eastern states dur-
ing this pandemic.  In order
to adapt to the new system
of functioning and knowl-
edge delivery, NECU orga-
nised a ‘2-Day Faculty‘2-Day Faculty‘2-Day Faculty‘2-Day Faculty‘2-Day Faculty
TTTTTraining Programme onraining Programme onraining Programme onraining Programme onraining Programme on
Online Education’Online Education’Online Education’Online Education’Online Education’ on the
22nd and 24th July 2020 in
collaboration with the
Christian Institute of Man-
agement (CIM), Chennai.
The training was attended
by all the faculty members
of the University.
NECU has also recruited
four new faculty members
from different streams to
join its team; Dr. Bendang-
ienla Aier (Management),
Dr. Ningsangrenla Long-
kumer (Pyschology), Dr.
Pfokrelo Kapesa (Interna-
tional Relations) and Dr. T
Cholichem Sangtam (Polit-
ical Science). The new Au-
tumn Semester classes 2020
started for the existing
batches on the 10th of Au-
gust and the for the newly
admitted Under-Graduate
students, classes started on
the 14th of September.
For the Academic year

2020-2021, NECU is offer-
ing Under Graduate De-
grees in the Areas of En-
glish, Political Science, In-
ternational Relations, Man-
agement, Psychology and
Computer Science. For Post
Graduate Degrees, admis-admis-admis-admis-admis-
sions are open for MA insions are open for MA insions are open for MA insions are open for MA insions are open for MA in
English (TESL), Politi-English (TESL), Politi-English (TESL), Politi-English (TESL), Politi-English (TESL), Politi-
cal Science and Interna-cal Science and Interna-cal Science and Interna-cal Science and Interna-cal Science and Interna-
tional Relationstional Relationstional Relationstional Relationstional Relations. As per
the UGC guidelines, admis-
sions for new batches will be
open till the 31st of October
2020, including provisional
admissions for students
waiting for their final re-
sults. Scholarships for stu-
dents under different
schemes are still open for
fresh admissions and those
interested can get in touch
with the NECU office or look
up in the website
‘www.necu.ac.in’ for details.
Admissions for limitedAdmissions for limitedAdmissions for limitedAdmissions for limitedAdmissions for limited
seats are also open forseats are also open forseats are also open forseats are also open forseats are also open for
those interested to enrolthose interested to enrolthose interested to enrolthose interested to enrolthose interested to enrol
in Certificate Programsin Certificate Programsin Certificate Programsin Certificate Programsin Certificate Programs
in ‘TESOLin ‘TESOLin ‘TESOLin ‘TESOLin ‘TESOL (T (T (T (T (Teachingeachingeachingeachingeaching
English to Speakers ofEnglish to Speakers ofEnglish to Speakers ofEnglish to Speakers ofEnglish to Speakers of
Other Languages)’ andOther Languages)’ andOther Languages)’ andOther Languages)’ andOther Languages)’ and
‘Enterprise Manage-‘Enterprise Manage-‘Enterprise Manage-‘Enterprise Manage-‘Enterprise Manage-
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ment’ ment’ ment’ ment’ ment’ which will be held in
November 2020 through
online mode. For details,
please contact the Capacity
Training Centre- NECU,
details will also be given in
the university website.
The North East Christian
University as a Personnel
Certification Body (PrCB)
for Traditional Community
Healthcare Providers
(TCHPs) has also recently
achieved National andNational andNational andNational andNational and
International recogni-International recogni-International recogni-International recogni-International recogni-
tion by being accreditedtion by being accreditedtion by being accreditedtion by being accreditedtion by being accredited
by the NABCB (Nation-by the NABCB (Nation-by the NABCB (Nation-by the NABCB (Nation-by the NABCB (Nation-
al al al al al Accreditation Board ofAccreditation Board ofAccreditation Board ofAccreditation Board ofAccreditation Board of
Certification Bodies)Certification Bodies)Certification Bodies)Certification Bodies)Certification Bodies)
under the provisions ofunder the provisions ofunder the provisions ofunder the provisions ofunder the provisions of
ISO/IEC 17024:2012 andISO/IEC 17024:2012 andISO/IEC 17024:2012 andISO/IEC 17024:2012 andISO/IEC 17024:2012 and
the International the International the International the International the International Ac-Ac-Ac-Ac-Ac-
creditation Forumcreditation Forumcreditation Forumcreditation Forumcreditation Forum.
NECU is the first Universi-
ty in the country to get this
recognition and even in the
world, in the category of
TCHPs, NECU is the first
and only one. NECU can
now use the International
Accreditation Forum logo
on its Certificates and can
certify a Traditional healer

as competent in his/her
trade, and this certification
will be recognised world-
wide.
The above indicates not only
the achievement of interna-
tional recognition that
NECU has obtained, but
also reflects the high bench-
marks that NECU strives
for and has in its quality of
manpower. NECU started
its classes only in 2018 but
always strives to maintain
a high standard of staff and
teachers, with all the regu-
lar faculty having complet-
ed their PhDs. NECU has
brought laurels to Naga-
land and the North East by
its distinct achievement,
and strives to excel and
grow on all fronts in all its
future endeavours. NECU
looks forward to work in col-
laboration with any individ-
uals, churches, government
organisations or civil societ-
ies who would like to contrib-
ute and partner in the dis-
semination of knowledge
and empowering the people
of the region.
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The Relief and Develop-
ment Department of the
Council of Baptist Church-
es in North East India was
established in the year 2018
with the primary aim to ca-
ter the needs of doing char-
itable/humanitarian works
and also taking up develop-
ment projects under the
umbrella of the Council.
The department was able to
raise fund within itself to
provide help to the worst af-
fected 15 families by the

floods in Baksa, Barpeta,
Bongaigaon and Dhubri
districts in 2019 Monsoon
by providing 3 bundles tin
sheets to each family.
This year as the Coronavi-
rus pandemic hit hard
across the nation followed
by nationwide lockdown to
curb the spread of the dis-
ease, hundreds of thou-
sands have been impacted
because of it. During these
challenging times, the

Relief and Development activitiesRelief and Development activitiesRelief and Development activitiesRelief and Development activitiesRelief and Development activities
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Council was able to provide
help in collaboration with
Baptist World Alliance
(BWA), Church’s Auxiliary
on Social Actions (CASA)
and Assam Christian Fo-
rum (ACF) to 691 families
with 10 kilograms of rice, 1
kilogram dal, half a kilo-
gram of salt, 1 litre mustard
oil, Sanitary kits (contain-
ing a bathing bar, 250 ml
phenyl, 100 ml hand sani-
tizer, and a face mask), and

a Sanitary Pads for women
to each family.
The Council is currently
implementing a collabora-
tion project with CASA and
Bread for the World (BftW)
Germany on livelihood de-
velopment for 15 targeted
villages in Goalpara district
of Assam since June 2018.
The project period is a ten
year long divided into 3
phases of 3 years, 4 years
and 3 years respectively.



July - September 202084

Harding Theological College
Tura, Meghalaya
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The Baptist News
The Baptist News is  non-profit
publication of the Council of Baptist
Churches in Northeast India. It is
published quarterly.

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this Publication
do not necessarily represent the official
position of the Council. Each contributor
is solely responsible for the views
expressed in his or her article.

Mode of payment:
Demand Draft/Postal Money Order in
favor of “Council of Baptist Churches in
North East India” payable at Guwahati.

Contribution:
If you want to contribute towards  the
CBCNEI ministries please send it to the
following address:
The Finance Secretary
CBCNEI, Panbazar,
Guwahati, Assam 781001 India

Change of Address:
If your mailing address has changed,
please inform us by sending your both
old & new address (with pin number).
Send your article or letter to:

The Editor, Baptist News
CBCNEI Mission Compound
H. B. Road Panbazar, Guwahati
Assam-781001, India
email: editor@cbcnei.in
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