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ﬁ}from the General Secretary’s Desk....

Dear Friend,

First thing must be kept first. I can take =
credit for numerous meetings,seminar presentation,sermons
preaching, and supervising administrative changes in the past year.
But I failed to keep first thing first in my spiritual disciplines. I am
glad that I heard Dr. Ron Frost speaking in the Family Conference
(Jan 12-15, 2010) early this year on the importance of listening to
God through reading the Bible. Ron reads his Bible cover to cover
twice every year. He calls it “Relational Reading,” which means
reading through the Bible to simply listen to God. His listening
to God does not include analytical studies or research but simply
reading ten to fifteen chapters a day. I must confess that lately I
had become very analytical and selective in my Bible reading. My
tamiliarity with the text had become an obstacle in keeping myself
abreast from the details of the Holy Scripture and from discipline
of listening to God. I am glad I am back to reading now. I hope
you are already keeping it up.

I am glad to inform you that the Baptist members in the
pew continue to have a great appetite for the Word of God.
We need many more leaders who are also sincere exegetical
preachers. InorderforaChurch to become strongly mission
minded Church, she needs only two things: the work of the
Holy Spirit and the faithful ministry of the Word. However,
if she lacks the ministry of the Word, it is most likely that
she will miss both. For it is certain that wherever the
ministry of the Word is ignored, the ministry of the Holy
Spirit will be resisted, restrained or misrepresented. Let us
pray that God will raise leaders in CBCNEI family who are
sincere exegetical preachers of the Word of God.
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The year 2009 has been one of the
busiest and the most fruitful years for

e o o o N\
Mission is about

me. I am grateful to God for the meetng others

opportunity of ministering in 17 needs not s1mp1y

major events, besides numerous of ourselves

invitations to preach on Sundays and -
other one-day events. Of these, I hosted 5 programs personally
and the rest were hosted by Churches, Associations, Conventions,
and other para-church organizations.

I am glad to inform you that CBCNEI Council has
decided to work in partnership with Wycliffe, SIM,
World Vision of India, and the Transforming Leaders
in Asia (TLA). This year, with the help of TLA, we could
give motorbikes to six of our evangelists from remote
areas. We also conducted training seminar for 29
evangelists so that their ministry will be more holistic.
Inthe days to come, we expect our evangelists to work
also as a Community Development Workers (CDW), who
will train the villagers in Bee Keeping, Mushroom
cultivation, fishery, and other capacity building skills.
We desire to see that our evangelists may bring good
news not only for the soul, but also for the body and
the mind.

How can we help poor Churches and Associations? I have visited

some Churches and associations within CBCNEIL family who

are literally very poor, while others have enongh. Yet onr budget

allocation, comparatively, too little for MISSIONS! We know
that the Cross, the symbol of selfless sacrifice, makes our faith

unique. Yet in the Baptist family, we need to be reminded abont
it. Sacrifice is not easily practiced and hence MISSION suffers
deficit always. The gap between “have” and “have not” continues
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to remain big. Pray that the CBCINEIL family members will
assume greater responsibility in helping its weaker members
sacrificially.

Mission is about meeting others needs not simply of ourselves. In
some CBCNEI institutions, we have hit the bottom: SURVIVE
(Pay the salary!). When a Christian institution fails to become a
blessing beyond its own existence, it loses its RATIONALE for
existence. Hither the leadership must be changed or the institution
must be shut down. The latter is not the best choice. The CBCNEI
family needs young visionary leaders who can take its institution
beyond itself to serve the CHURCH at large. I believe that our
Church is capable of providing such leadership.

I am looking forward to the 60" Annual Conference of
CBCNEI from April 16-18, 2010 in Williamnagar. This year
our theme is “Baptist Unity.” I dream of a strong and united
Baptist family in the northeast. It must begin within
CBCNEI first.

The Baptist News is one of the important links to get us connected.
Please send us the news and articles from your Churches,
Associations, and Conventions. I apologize for the delay of this
issue. We are publishing the two issues together this time. However,
the editorial will owe you one extra issue.

Please pray that we will have a full time Assistant Editor who will
help us publish the Baptist News.

Sincerely yours

Rev. Dr. A. K. Lama
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THE CHALLENGES BEFORE CBCNEI MINISTRIES

- Rolland G. Momin
Finance Secretary, CBCNEI

- Theleadership of CBCNEI isfacing tough challengesfrom
itssuffering ministries. Thechalengesare of varioustypes.
| Someministriesare serioudy sick, needing medications.
. | Othersaregasping for oxygen. Still othersare abandoned

and disowned. You may bewondering which might bethe
onesjust mentioned.

Wearegrateful to God for theinheritance that hascometo CBCNEI from
the American Baptist Foreign Missions Society. Presently, thefollowing
ministriesaretill withthe CBCNEI:

Healing Ministry:

Six Hospitals — Tura Christian Hospital ; Kangpokpi Christian Hospitdl;
Satribari Christian Hospital; Impur Christian Hospital; Jorhat Christian
Medical Centre; and Babupara Christian Hospital .

TuraChristian Hospital aso runsan Orphanageand Jorhat Christian Medica
Centrerunsal eprosy Centre.

Nurses’ Training:

Four Schools: Satribari(GNM), Jorhat(GNM), Tura(ANM) and
Kangpokpi (ANM)

Hostels:

Three Hostels — Lewis Memorial Hostel (for Boys), White Memorial
Hogtel (for Girls) and Shillong TyrannusHall (for Boys)

Theological Education:
One College—Eastern Theological College, Jorhat (Assam).
Literature:

OneL.iteratureMinistry —Christian Literature Centrewith five Centres, i.e.
Guwahati, Imphal, Dimapur, Ukhrul, and Churachandpur.

Theseministriesin their respectivefields, werethe pioneering worksof the
American Missonaries. Whenthesewerehanded over tothenationa leaders
of the CBCNEI, they were at their peak of performance, name, and fame.

Nobody had aninkling of what woul d happen to these establishmentsinthe
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next 50 yearsto come. For instance, in 1950, nobody would have ever
thought that Satribari Christian Hospital would beincurring operating losses
and accumulating liabilitiesto such anextent that closing it downmight become
imminent. Nobody would haveimagined till 2008-09 that the respective
State Nursing Councilswould be ordering closure of two of CBCNEI's
Nursing Schoolsfor want of basic infrastructure and qualified teaching
personnel.

What ail sthe adminigtration of the CBCNEI Ministries? Therearetwo: first
Systemic, and the second attitudinal . Structurally, CBCNEI consistsof 6
Conventions. Thereareatogether 101 Associationsunder the Conventions.

Thetotal number of Churchesunder the Council in 2009 was 6,985 with a
total membership of 10,33,520. These makethe CBCNEI asthe biggest
Baptist family in the whole of Asia. Each of these member churchesis
independent and enjoysfreedom to minister locally, regionally and even
internationally. Thiskind of loosely federated system contributesto the
weaknessof the Council. It is, therefore naturd for the Churchesto carefor
their own babies. Often, they arenot concerned for the CBCNEI'sministries
and certainly not for theAmerican Baptist Foreign Mission’slegacy. That
bringsusface-to-facewith the second predicament of the admini stration of

CBCNEI’sministries. The Conventions, Associations, and Churchesrather
desiretheir programmes and ministries be taken care of by the CBCNEI

andtheBoard of Internationa Ministries.

Thefollowing commentsby Rev. Dr. Frederick S. Downs, historian, from
hisarticle“History of CBCNEI” tells all about the attitudinal problem
underlying the present status of the CBCNEI ministries:

“Many still regarded the Council as something apart from themselves—

something from which they should receive, not something to which they
should contribute. The failure of the churches to raise even that small
portion of the central budget allocated to them each year was evident
enough of this. Consequently, while at the local associational and
convention levels the structure was almost completely self-supporting,
at the central level there continued to be reliance upon grants made by
the American Baptist Churches.”

So, how isthe CBCNEI managingitsministries? No, CBCNEI no longer
manages its ministries. CBCNEI is perforce madeto preside over their
termination. Infact, it hasbeen doing just that ever sncethenational leaders
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took over theMinistriesat their peak performances. Any ministry, of the
magnitudethat of CBCNEI’srequirescapital infusion at various stages of
development. Wheninthefirst place there was no ownership, there can
hardly be any management of theminigtries.

Casesinpoint:
a) CBCNEI received budget contribution from the member churchesin
coins @ Rs.0.50p per member till 2007-08. It was decided in 2005 that the

budget contributionto CBCNEI will berevisedto Rs. 1/- per member from
2008-09. None but one Convention paid the budget till the end of theyear.

Then, subsequently inthemid-year, the Executive Committeefound that the
Rs. 1/- per member budget wastoo heavy for the Conventionsto honour
their commitmentsto CBCNEI. It was, therefore decided to revert to the
earlier formulaof Rs. 0.50p per member. Someone even suggested that
CBCNEI should start contributing financialy to the Conventions. Now, the
CBCNEI can expect toreceive Rs. 5,17,000/- per year from 10,33,520 of
itsmembers. In other words, thisamount can meet two months' salary of its
Headquarters staff, or one laparoscopic machine or one medium-sized
generator set or one microscope.

b) The Satribari Christian Hospital could not pay salary totheir staff for the
month of November even upto the 20" of December, 2009. They hadto be
bailed out by CBCNEI by making payment from theland sale proceeds—
whichisasgood as selling land and making payment of the salaries. The
financia position of the hospita issuch that they will not beinapostionto
pay the salary for themonth of December even by theend of thefollowing
month.

¢) ETCisstruggling to pay salaries and had to resort to fund-raising by
vigiting churchesasisdoneevery year. They are advantaged inthisbecause
anumber of serving Pastors happened to be the graduates of ETC. But
unlike ETC, theHospitalscannot go to their patientsfor fund-raising.

d) Oneyoung Pastor of anew Church under CBCNEI told thewriter of this
articlevery recently that the membersof her Churchwerewillingto givebut
not giving because theleadership would beinvesting thefundin the Bank
instead of investinginthe Ministry of the Church;

€) Threeyearsback when the Convenor of the Planning Committee of a
Church proposed Cross cultural Missions, the leadership of the Church
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tried to cow it down, saying that the Church had, recently started evangelism
work amongst their own peopleand it wastoo untimely to start crosscultura
missionsat that stage, ignoring inthe same breath, the latent strength the
Churchisexuding and the bestirring opportunitiesthe Missionfield was
holding out.

W, inthefirst place, if the Churches are endowed with ampleresources,
then, who or what has got the claim over those?

In ‘God and Mammon’ (Christian Mastery of Money) by K.F.W. Prior,
theauthor lists4 headswhich are considered therightful claimson the use of
the Churches Resources. They are:

a) The Spread of the Gospel outsidethe parish;
b) Thesupport of theMinistry;

¢) The maintenance of the Church Property, and
d) Thosein need.

Sowhat now?

If nobody comesup to claim ownership of thebequeathed minigtriesthrough
their prayersand financial contributions, then atimewill comewhen the
ministrieswill haveto be closed down and the properties di spossessed, or
sold. The prophecy of doom being fulfilled, CBCNEI may be able to
contributeto the Conventionsfrom the sale proceeds of the properties, as
suggested by someone. But by then the common legacy, that isCBCNEI,
would begoneforever. Theunited and shared witnessthrough ministries
and theumbrella of fellowship will have to be shut down. Wewill all be
happy inour dear smal cornerswith nothing to cherish fromthe past of our
common Baptist heritage.

Finally, onewondersif therewould be one Church or amember of CBCNEI
who wouldliketo bedifferent. Will there be someonewho would protest
that what Dr. Frederick S. Downsdescribed asthe attitude of the Churches,
isnolonger valid now?Will there be some Churchesthat would contest the
statement that they had disowned the ministriesof the CBCNEI?Will there
be someone amongst the memberswho would bewilling to givemorethan
0.50 paisetothe CBCNEI minigtriesthat aretill bringing blessngsto others?
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f TLA Resource Centre A

Facilities:
1. Independent House
2. AC Room (Master bed @ 1200/-)
3. Single bed (@ Rs. 600/- per bed (non-AC)
4. Western bath
5. TV with cable
6. Aqua Guard water
7- Telephone
8. Wi-fi broad-band internet i
9. Self help tea-coffee / snack table
10. Refrigerator for common use

CALL 0361-2515829, 09954316341, 09435885378, 09859981628 )

~ CALL RECEPTIONTO BOOK ~
ADVANCE BOOKING IS ADVISABLE
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Rebuild, Renew, and Restore
Text: Isa 61:1-4

- Rev. Dr.. A. K. Lama
General Secretary, CBCNEI
[This is the third section continued from the last issue]

B. The Ministries of Servant (v.1c-3a)

After the servant is anointed, he shall carry out more than one ministry.
These ministries are represented through seven infinitives in verses 1c
to 3a. Probably, the number seven representscompleteness. Intheworld
of specialization, often aminister tendsto focus only one aspect of need.
Evangelicals tend to focus on the spiritual need and often ignore the
physical, mental, and social needs.

Depending on the contextual need, our ministries must have more than
one dimension. While keeping our priority straight, we must also be
sensitiveto our social and political context. We must be willing to shape
our ministry according to its contextual need.

As Christians, our call isto represent our creator God who loves us and
iscompassionatetowardsall. Heisconcerned for our emotional, physical,
and social needs as well. The purpose of anointing the servant and
sending him is to meet every possible need.

In the text we notice that the people of God have become poor. Their
poverty may be economical, but the emphasis hereison their social and
political status. They have suffered long in the hands of the Assyrians
and the Babylonians. Their status as refugees and slaves has afflicted
them psychologicaly and spiritually. They have low self-esteem and
they are without any spiritual help. Some are brokenhearted, others are
captives, and still othersare in darkness (v.1). Some are mourning (v.2),
others are grieving (v.3), and still others have covered themselves with
the ashesthat represent sorrows or shame (v.3). Thereis spirit of despair
(v.3) among the people of God. Inverse 4, their despair isalso reflected
through the devastation and the ancient ruins.

People of God are hurting. Their needs ought to be met at more than
one level. Their broken heart needs to be healed. They should to be
freed from the captivity. They need good news of justice. They need to
be comforted and given a new hope.
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What makes our ministry relevant to our generation in our time? Exegesis
does not start from the Bible but it starts from our social and political
context in which God has placed us as his servants. The Church must
never be preoccupied inwardly, rather be relevant to the community
living around her.

| was in Arunachal, visiting one of the most remote areas called Tuting,
where we have a large number of Buddhists community living in the
remote Himalayan villages. The Churches have placed two evangelists
in that area, paying about Rs. 3000/- per month. However, it is not
working. The evangelists are not welcomed in the villages. Recently,
some Buddhists leaders from Europe have built a school, which houses
more than 150 children. They provide free education with food and
lodging. They have been able to attract children and their parents from

remote villagesto i : Buddhist faith.
We are called to One must ask the question;

L how would the emerging
ministry. leaders today be passionate
the protestant y bep

Churches have =IEILE rebf“ldmg’ renewing | pecome allergic
to School and restoring our society? Building
projects. They have fund only for Church planting. Indeed Church
planting must be our top priority but it must be done through the
preaching of the Word and the foundation for the Word of God can be
best given among the Children between 5-12 years of age. We fail to
understand that the Church is planted in more than one ways. Often the
method that produces instant result lacks strong foundation.

ministries, not a
Unfortunately,
evangelical

Thereis no doubt about the priority of the Word of God in the ministry.
Ministries of an anointed servant must find it’sfirst and foremost resource
in the preaching of the Word of God. Notice the first infinitive, ("1
~w2b) to preach to the poor. The infinitive 1wa% is purposefully placed
before all other infinitives. Any ministry which fails to find its primary
sourceintheWord of Godislikely tolosethe very essence of itsexistence
and become secular or pseudo secular institution.

For thisreason the Churches and seminaries need more men and women
trained well inthe biblical studies. We need more pastors and evangelists
who can correctly handle the Word of God. The primacy of preaching of
the good news is relevant for all contexts and for all situations in the
human history. And hence we need not be merely an evangelical (which
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means believe in the good news) but also evangelistic (which means
believe in telling the good news) as well.

The power liesin the Word of God. It has the power to turn ashes into
the crown of beauty, the mourning into gladness, the spirit of despair
into garment of praise. But most of all the preaching of Word of God
must bring transformation in the character of a preacher himself first
and then the listeners. Character must precede Charisma.

The task of an anointed servant is not only to meet the political, social,
emotional, and psychological need of the afflicted people but also to
ensure that in the process that they themselves are transformed.

This is why we must ensure that our ministries of charity and social
action must be good work plustransformation of lives, which ispossible
only through the ministry of the Word.

In verse 3, we read the promise, that as a result of the preaching of the
good news, they will be called Oaks of Righteousness, a planting of the
Lord which will display the splendor of the Lord (v.3).

Inverse 6 weread that they will be called priests of the LORD, ministers
of our God. In other words, the servant, who is anointed in verse 1 and
sent to preach the good news will no longer be alone, but he will be
joined by those who will be transformed by his ministries.

This leads me to the third subheading
2. The Multiplication of Servant (vv.3b-4)

In this text we notice that a servant begins his ministry in the verse one
but in verse 6 there are more than one servant who are engaged in
rebuilding, renewing, and restoring.

The verb changes from singular to plural. They will rebuild (331 )
the ancient ruins, and restore (mnnipr) the places long devastated,
they will renew (w=m) the ruined cities that have been devastated
for generations.

True gospel preaching regenerates, replicates, and reproduces. True
gospel preaching also brings transformation that produces character,
justice, and purity inthelives of people. When such things happen among
the emerging leaders, the Rebuilding, Renewing, and Restoring of a
society becomes possible.
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In the early Church, personal transformation was the key to growth of
the Church. Paul said, “Imitate me as | imitate Christ.” As aresult of
Paul’s ministry, there was a young man called Timothy, who was one of
the most important historical link between Paul and the later Churches.

Paul writes about Timothy in 1 Corinthians 4:17, For this reason | am
sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord.
He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with
what I teach everywhere in every church. Timothy wasaliving extension
of Paul’s life on earth after his death. Multiplication of leader is the
greatest need of this century.

One must ask the gquestion how would the emerging leaders today be
passionate about rebuilding, renewing, and restoring our society? Will
they need mentoring? Will they need a role model? Will they need
transformative power of the Word of God?

Without a transformed leader today there is no transformed leader
tomorrow. It must begin from us, with us, in us, and through us.

The anointed servant in this passage says, The Lord has sent me to bind
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release
from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,
and to provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown
of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and
a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.

I11. Conclusion

The anointed servant engages in a complete package of ministries of
transforming lives because his ultimate goal isto see that the people of
God are empowered to engage in Rebuilding, Renewing, and Restoring.

Changewill comein our society not merely through apolitical resolution.
Not merely through social reformation. Neither merely through an
intellectual brainstorming, nor through superficial ministries, but through
a Servant who

1. isanointed by YHWH with the Holy Spirit
2. is committed to the primacy of the preaching of the good news

3. iswilling to engage in the lives of people to multiply the vision and
bring change.

May God help us. October 2009 - March 2010 13
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THE JUST GOD

- Atungo Shitri
Justice & Peace Secretary, CBCNEI

If we scrutinize the magnitude of injusticeintheworld today, it iscolossal
and is complex aswell. The stark reality involves human beings just
likeyou and me, personscreated in theimage of God. (Genesis1:27) A
girl child sold into prostitution, a woman forced into prostitution, a
person murdered extra-judicially, aninnocent girl raped and murdered,
an innocent boy murdered in ‘fake encounter’ are all people just like
you and me, God’'s own special creation. What do we think how God
feelswhen oneof hischildisensaved or abused or raped or murdered?
TheBiblesays, God detest such cruelty. Inlsaiah 61:8theLord declares,
“For 1, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity”” Psalmist
wrotein 10:14, “You, O God, do see trouble and grief; you consider it
to take it in hand. The victim commits himself to you; you are the
helper of the fatherless.”

To seek justice is to know God. Jeremiah records this in God's own
assertion: ““Does it make you a king to have more cedar? Did not your
father have food and drink? He did what was right and just, so all went
well with him. He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all
went well. Is that not what it means to know me?”” (Jeremiah 22:15-16)

James 1:27 says: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and
to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” In rea meaning,
James says that God wants us to be Holy—to be set apart from the

( ANNOUNCEMENT )
CBCNEI Sponsorship Application forms for Theological Educa-
tion, scholarship continuation form, Med ical, and application
forms for Lewis Memorial Hostel, White Memorial Hostel, and
Shillong Vacation House are now available for download from
www.cbcnei.com

N J
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things of the world and set apart for the things of God, and to take care
of or “look after” those who are defensel ess and weak.

To love our neighbor means to make the persecution, suffering, and
injustice of our fellow human beings our own. It is the business of all
who follow Christ. — MarvinWilliams

Itisnot difficult to know how God feelson most matters as He portrays
Hischaracter and heart throughout HisWord. He said: ““Because of the
oppression of the weak and the groaning of the needy, | will now arise.
| will protect them from those who malign them” (Psalm 12:5) This,
then isthe good newswe have from God and summons usto participate
in thework of seeking justice.

Infulfilling theword of God and participatein thework of God'sjustice,
CBCNEI family needsto work together to combat injustice. Finally, let
us revisit and envision Micah 6:8 which say, ““...what does the Lord
require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
your God”” and make decision to follow and live for Christ in the way
He wants us to.

SUBSCRIPTION NOTICE

Baptist News subscription is now only Rs. 100/- per
year. We have already reviewed our mailing list. If
you wish to continue receiving the "Baptist News”,
please renew your subscription. Fill out the colored
form enclosed in this issue and mail it to us.

~ Circulation Manager ~

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably
with reverence and awe

Hebrews 12:28 (NIV)
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N e w s

CBCNEI Relief Work at
NYIGAM Village, BASAR,
West Siang District,
Arunachal Pradesh

The Council of Baptist Churchesin &

Northeast India (CBCNEI) in

Capsule

collaborationwith ChurchAuxiliary [ |

for Social Action, Guwahati, Assam
(CASA) conducted arelief work at
Nyigam Village on 21 November
2009. Thisrelief work wasinitiated
by Arunachal Pradesh Baptist
Council of Churches (ABCC), and
CBCNEI and CASA provided the
relief materialsfor therehabilitation
of thevictims.

The Justice and Peace Secretary,
CBCNEI, Mr. Atungo Shitri along
with Rev. Modam Dini, the Regiond
Secretary, ABCC; Mr. Pradip Surin,
Field Officer, CASA; and Mr. Jatin
Gogoi, Office Assistant, CBCNEI
with local people assistance
conducted the relief work. Relief

items of more than Rs. 3,03,995/-
weredistributed among thevictims.

16

All ninety-six familiesweregivenone
bundle each of CGI sheetsand one
packet each of CASA rdlief materids
(utensils, blanket, etc).

Overdll, it was avery peaceful and
satisfying relief work. Thereports
from the locals and victims alike
suggest that they were greatly
relievedtoreceivetherdief materids.
One local leader, who is not a
believer, commented that they never
expected Christian group to show
such kind of loveand concernand it
istruly amanifestation of God'slove.
Another local Panchayat leader who
isalso not abeliever confessed that
in the past the villagers made
mistakesand wronged the Christians
and asserted that such things should
not happen again because of thisact
of the Christians. Many othersalso
commented our work because so far
no organization has done a major
contribution towards the
rehabilitation of the fire victims.
Overall, it was an overwhelming
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that wehave.

# 1. Re-gructuri ng of ETC Board.

<=8 5 Re-Structure of CBCNEI

Executive Committee.

% 3.Re-Structureof Medical Board.

response from all sections of the
people.

CBCNEI would like to thank all
those who have participated in this
relief work and also those who have
prayed for the team. CBCNEI also
gpecialy thank BIM; Miriam Weber;
Shalom Bible Seminary; UBC,
Kohima; MBC, Manipur; ABC,
Golaghat; GBC, Tura; Mr. C.
Khalong Ao and family for their
generous donation without which
relief could not have been possible.
Finally, we urge you to continueto
pray for thevillagersfor their well-
being.

CBCNEI Executive

Meeting
(22-23 Oct, 2009)

The Executive Committee of
CBCNEI unanimously decided to
introduce some changes for
strengthening the ministry of
CBCNEI. The new changes will
strengthen the corporate unity of the
Baptist Churches and make us a
good steward of thelittle resources

October 2009 - March 2010

4 .Re-structure of Local
Administrative Committees of
Hospitas.

The EC resolved to create apost of
President for theEastern Theol ogical
College, Jorhat. The President shall
betheadminigrativeand the pastora
head of theingtitution. He/She shall
be responsible for the spiritual
nurture of the staff and thefaculties,
establish ahealthy relationship with
the Churchesunder CBCNEI, and
strengthen the ETC Alumni
Association. Itisalso decided that
until the end of April 2010, Rev.
Zhabu Terhuza, thelnterim Principd,
shall dischargeall the duties of the
President.

Discipleship Training and
Baptism Program
(28 - 29 Oct, 2009)

The Neighborhood Ministry of
CBCNEI organized a
“Discipleship Training and
Baptism” program at Kasikhagra
Baptist Church, Navang at West
Garo Hills, Meghalaya for the
villages from Goalpara, Barpeta
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and Bongaigaon district. 20
persons attended the program. The
Resource Persons were Pawan
Bhuyan, Lohit Basumatary, Imli
Jamir, and Rabindra Basumatary.

Good News Preaching
(31 Oct, 2009)

Around 40 people from Bagdoda
took part in a program organized
by CBCNEI’s Neighbourhood
Ministry. The program wasfocused
toward preaching the gospel to the
unreached people. Few local
leaders of their respective Mosgue
also were part of the program and
they were listening to the Word of
God for the very first time.The
group was led by Pawan Bhuyan,
Nurul Haque, Khursheed Alam,
Sukumar  Momin,  Lohit
Rabindra

Basumatary &

National Workshop on
Church’s Understanding
on Climate & Global
Warming

The Secretary Justice and Peace,
Mr. Atungo Shitri attended
National Workshop on Church’s
Understanding on Climate &
Global Warming organized by
ChurchAuxiliary for Social Action,
Indiaheld at Ecumenical Sangam,
Nagpur from November 4-6, 2009.

In the workshop various issues like
Christian Faith and Climate Change:
Theological and Biblical Imperatives,
Critical Introspection, Mission
Imperatives, Politics of Climate
Change, and role and response of the
Church to climate change and other
practical responsibilities were
deliberated on. Various church
representatives from Presbyterian
Assembly, Baptist Council, CNI, CSl,
Lutheran and other orthodox churches
attended the workshop.

The participants resolved to take
initiativein bringing awarenesson
climate changeand global warming
to respective congregation and
approach it with pro-active
involvement to mitigate the
complex problem threatening our
very existence.
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Baptist Women
Fellowship, NE India

The 4™ Conference of Baptist
Women Fellowship, NE India, was
held at Impha from 6 - 8 Nov,
2009. The theme was “Women in
God’s Design”. About 500 women
leaders from Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya &
Nagaland participated in the
conference.

In the light of the loss incurred by
the student community in Manipur
due to the “Boycott Classes” call
given by the Student Bodies in
Manipur following the July 23 fake
encounter, the BWFNE decided on
Nov 29, 2009 that one day fasting
& prayer for peace & justice in
Manipur to be observed by al the
churches of CBCNEI.

-
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The conferencewas aimed at
preparing women to face the
present day challengesin our
society. Several issues
affecting the lives of women
and children were addressed
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during this conference. The
BWFNE resolved to declare
2010 - 2020 as “A Decade of
Women for Change”.

One of the organizers wrote,

-t

41TH CONIEREFNCL ‘:I-
BAPTIST WOMENS FELLOWS P
OF NORTH EAST INDIA
Womien in l-h.'l'-'l s Dexign

[ PR

“Participants had thrilling
experiences of an ensemble of
Manipur folk dances, and gospel
songs presented by Youth Ministry
and Sunday School department of
MBC. The conference called upon
Christian women to be rooted in
the Word of God, extend helping
hands at the times of injustice and
atrocities committed against
women and children and be of
service to those suffering across
communities and states,”

Further  deliberations
encouraged women to
explore their abilities and
potentials for building up of
families, churches and the
society and helped in
making them become
aware of their God-given

gifts. 19
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The Students Mission
Conference in Dhaka,

Bangladesh
(11 - 14 Nov, 2009)

First time in the history of
Bangladesh Churches, 200 youths
from 18 denominationsgathered to

consider MissionasCall of God for
theyouthsof Bangladesh. Rev. Dr.
A. K. Lama had the privilege to
present aworkshop on Mission and
preach threeevenings challenging
theyouthsfor Missions. Almost all
students made decision to be
involved in Mission inthe daysto
come. An organization called
“Vision Momentum” under the
initiative of Bangladesh Students
Fellowship and Wycliffe sponsored
the program.

NCCI Consultation
Meeting on Violence and
Violation of Human Rights

The Secretary Justice and Peace,
Mr. Atungo Shitri and Adv. Alin
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Kamei participated in the Regional
Consultation on Violence and
Violation of Human Rights:
Patterns and Perspectives for
Peace organized by NCCI in
collaboration with SAEPP and PCI
held at PCI Assembly, Shillong
from November 24-26, 2009.
Various church representatives
from Baptist, Presbyterian,
L utheran and other denominational
group participated in the meeting.
The members present discussed on
wide range of topicslike violence
andviolation of humanrightsinNE
India, violent atrocities committed
against NE people in other parts
of India, racial profiling, inhuman
laws like AFSPA, tribal and
minorities rights, those so called
“religiousfreedom” acts, thethreat
of global warming and climate
change, and ethnic conflicts of the
region. The participants resolved
to take a pro-active involvement
on the aforesaid subject matters
and try to bring about constructive
change and sustainable peaceinthe
region in particular and in greater
Indiain general.
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Seminar on Biblical
Counseling

A seminar on Counseling was
conducted by TLA Ministries at
CBCNEI Conference Centrefrom
November 27- 29, 2009. 27
delegatesfrom Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, and Nagaland participated
inthefollowing sessions:

i. Counseling Skills (Dr. Asangla
A0)

ii. Virtues of a Counselor (Jim
Thomason)

iii) Counselor as a disciple (Scott
Johnson) &

iv) Pastor as a Counselor and Use
of Scripturesin Counseling (Rev.
Dr.A. K. Lama)
Training for Evangelist
(30 Nov - 03 Dec, 2009)

"Transforming Leaders in Asia"
Ministries in colaboration with
"Council of Baptist Churches in
North East India", organized a
training program focused towards
theevangdistsworkinginthe most
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interior places of Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam. 35 evangelists
from these two states attended the
training program. The resource
person for this training program
were: Jim Thomason, Scott
Johnson, Edward Aw, Dr. Galen

=

Currah, Dr. A. K. Lama, and Dr.
AsanglaAo. Theevangelistswere
trained on "Evangelism Skills",
"Evangelist as a Counselor",
"Virtues of an Evangelist”,
"Technique of Preaching Gospel"
and “ The Doctrine of Holy Spirit".

Motorbikes for the

Spread of Gospel
(4 Dec, 2009)

In order to facilitate the ongoing
ministry of some Christian
workers, TLA Ministries
distributed four (4) motorbikes.
Thebenificiarieswere:

1. Atul Gogoi from Assam
2. Honman Wongjen
3. Nokthom Wangsu &
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4. Tatung Taki from Arunachal
Pradesh.

Mr. Jim Thomason, Chairman,
TLA Ministrieshanded over bikes

keysto them.
Neighborhood Ministry of

CBCNEI
(13 - 16 Dec, 2009)

Sponsored by YWAM and
CBCNEI, afour/(4) day training
program was conducted for the
grass-root workers at CBCNEI's
Worship Resource Centre,
Guwahati. All together 19 believers
participated in the training out of
which two/(2) of them took
baptism. The resource persons
were Rev. Dr. A. K. Lama, P.
Bhuyan, I|. Jamir and R.
Basumatary.
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ABC MISSION
CONFERENCE

Assam Baptist Convention had a
threedaysMission Conferencefrom
January 27 - 30, 2010 at Golaghat
Baptist Church, Assam. Thetheme
of the conference was “JOINING
HANDS FOR A BIG CATCH”.
The resource persons were Mr.
Edward Aw from Arizona, Mr.
Michea JamesJackson from Delhi,
Lt. Col. Arun Kumar from Bangdore
and Rev. F. Ramdin Mawia from
Mizoram Baptist Convention,
Aizaml.

The purpose of the conferencewas.

1.To enlarge the vision of
reaching Assam.

2.To connect the Harvest
Force to Harvest Field.

3.To identify the harvest field
of Assam in a wider
perspective.

4.To make systematic and
collective strategy for Assam.

[t wasanamazingtimefor theAssam
Baptist Convention to have a
wonderful participation of 98
delegatesfrom the House Churches
and Traditional Churches. TheHouse
Church leaders were from the ‘3
deep levels and they were 37 in
numbers. The participantsfromthe
traditional churches were
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encouraged by seeing the House
Church leadersin growing numbers.

Participantswere challenged by the
teaching of theresource personsand
they confessed and dedicated
themselvestogofor aBIG CATCH
inAssam.

TherewasaPrayer Walk onthelast
day and participants were sent out
to pray for entirecity of Golaghat.

The vision which Assam Baptist
Conventionwantsto enlargethrough
this Mission Conference was
successful and the mighty Lord
blessed all of us to extend His
Kingdom throughout Assam and we
believethat wewill win many souls
to Christinthe daysto come.

Women Conference,
United Baptist Church
Association(UBCA)

The United Baptist Church
Association(UBCA) organised
the first women conference-
cum-advent Christmas
celebration from December 11 -
13, 2009 (sponsored by United
Revival Fellowship) at the UBCA
Mission Centre, Kuthakuthi
(Goalpara), Assam. Rev. Dr. A. K.
Lama, General Secretary of
CBCNEI, ministered the Word of
God. He also inaugurated
Chokabaha Baptist Church, anew
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Church of 24 members. Later, the
General Secretary, CBCNEI,
presented the gift from CBCNEI:
Assamese Bible(15 copies);
Worship Hymnal(35 copies) to
the pastor of the new church.

kkkhkkkhkikkk*kx

The Council of Baptist
Churches in Northeast
India (CBCNEI) invites
committed Christians for
following jobs to apply

1.Assistant Editor,
Quialification: Major in English
or Journalism.

2. Doctors, Qualification:
MBBS/MD/MS/OBG/ORTHO/
ANES. Willing to relocate in
Jorhat/Guwahati/Tura.

3. Nurses with work
experience in ICU. Willing to
relocate in Jorhat/Guwahati.

Salary is negotiable as per the
need, qualification, and experi-
ence. Please send your resume,
copy of certificates, photo, names
and phone number of your previ-
ous employer to:

The General Secretary, CBCNEI Com-

pound, H. B. Panbazar, Guwahati
781001, Assam.
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18th Triennial Conference
of the NAGALAND
BAPTIST CHURCH
COUNCIL

Inthe 18th Triennial Conference of
the NAGALAND BAPTIST
CHURCH COUNCIL, hosted by
USBLA at Yangli from January 29-
31, 2010, the following five
RESOLUTIONSwereunanimousy

passed:

1. Resolved to keep on record
our appreciation and gratitude to
the following:

(a) The United Sangtam Baptist
Lithroti, Ashimukhong (USBLA) for
hosting the 18" Triennid Conference
of the Nagaland Baptist Church
Council (NBCC)

(b) The speakers Rev. Dr. A. K.
Lama, Rev. Mad sawmaVanchhawng
& Rev. Kuzierang. The Choirs,
singing group and dl the participants
of theprogram.

2. There is an urgent need to
educate our members with the
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Word of God and protect them
from being led away by heretic
teachings and evil forces that has
infiltrated our Land. In this
regard we resolve to:

(a) Educate our churches to be
wary of all heretical teachingsand
particularly the heretical group
“Good NewsMission” led by Ock
So0 Park who isknown asaheretic
by Christian Council of Korea
(CCK)

(b) Stand firm on sound biblical
teachings and uphold Baptist
diginctive.

(c) Theloca Churcheswill verify
fromNMM/NBCC thecredentials
of individua/organi zationwithwhom
they plan to associate/partner with.

3. In order to commit ourselves
as believers and to “launch out
deeper” in our prayer life,
involving all Churches, families
and individuals we resolve to
undertake the following activities:
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(a) Evening prayer meetings
indicated by church bell ringingin
every Church

(b) Chain of prayer thewholeyear
(c) BibleReading
(d) Dawn Prayer

4. The lack of proper
understanding of Baptist local
church autonomy will go against
the larger interest of the Baptist
solidarity/fraternity and therefore
resolve that there is a need to
have an exhaustive knowledge
and teaching about Baptist
heritage in our Churches.

5. Resolved to reaffirm our
commitment to support the peace

and reconciliation effort among
the Nagas.

Nine persons from the Nagaland
Missionary Movement were
commissioned to bemissionariesto
foreignland at the conference. The
namesareasfollows:

1. Janbeni Humtsoe
2.Kevilese
3.Asenla
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4.Amenla
5.AvikaT. Sumi

6. Ngachu Phom
7.AtoAngami

8. NeikosaTase

9. Neiwete Chirhah

125 Years of Angami

Baptist Church Council
(Feb 4-7, 2010)

Angami Baptist Church Council
(ABCC) celebrated its125th years
of gloriousministry at KohimaLo-
ca Ground. Morethan 5000 mem-
bersof Angami Baptist Churchesat-
tended. Rev. Reid Trulson, Rev.
Benjamin Chan, Rev. Karen Sdling,
David and Betsy Perkins, Rev. Dr.
V. K. Nuh, and Rev. Keviyiekielie
Linyu ministered theWord of God.
Rev. P Bony Resu, Gen. Secy.Asia
Pacific Baptist Federation; Rev. Dr.
A.K.Lama, Gen. Secy, CBCNEI,
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Rev. Dr. Anjo Keikung, Nagland
Baptist Church Council, the Ex-
ecutive Secretaries of other Bap-
tist Churches Associations, and
many other distinguished guests
wereinvited to bring greetings. Mr.
Amrit K. Goldsmith, the Chairman
of CBCNEI, who is grand son of
Rev. Henry Goldsmith, an
Assamese missionary to Angamis
in 1882 aso spoke on this occa
sion. He was accompanied by his
son David. On the last day, Rev.
KeviyiekidieLinyu, the Executive
Director of ABCC led the confer-
ence to declare three fold resolu-
tions. The Conference collected Rs
4,02,227/- for the victims of Haiti
and Rs. 2,72,303/- for Baptist In-
ternational Ministries (BIM). The
best attraction of the conferencewas
adisplay of history that contained
pictures, documents, and personal

belongingsof American missionaries
whotoiled hardamong Angmis.

AVisit of the Former
General Secretary

Rev. Dr. J. M. Ngul Khan Pau, the
Former General Secretary of
CBCNEI, visited CBCNEI on 9"
Feb, 2009. He led the morning
devotion and shared about his
work and experience in the USA.
At present heis attached to Fuller
Theological Seminary asaresearch
scholar. Continue to pray for his
ministry and family.
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CBCNEI Archive and Library

CBCNEI Archive and Library is situated at the old office building of
CBCNEL. It has a huge collection of documentary heritage of early
missionaries of the 1846 till the present time. It was established during
thetime of the missionariesand continuesto be aresource and research
centrefor Christian Scholars. TheArchiveand Library hasacollection
of morethan 1000 documentsincluding past records, correspondences,
manuscripts, books, maps, photographs etc. It has aso collections of
English, Assamese, Garo, Naga (Ao, Lotha, Sema, Tangkhul, Angami,
Anal, Mao,Mzieme, Rengma, Sangtam, Thanggal Naga,Chang), Adi,
Abor Miri, Dafla, Hindi, Mikir, Manipuri, Nepali, Rabha, Thado Kuki,
Oriyabooks and some indigenous tribes of North East India.

For long-term preservation of the rare documents, we are actively
digitizing the collections. We have aspecial machinefor scanning books
(Plustek Optic 4600), with which alarge collection of the archive have
been scanned and digitized. Some of those worth mentioning are
American Baptist Missionary Foreign Report from 1923 to 1937, some
rare photographs, books and old maps.

o
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Barnett Banglow (now CBCNEI Conference Centre) in 1897
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What is our Future Plan?

We desire to preserve these
pricelesstreasure by traditional
aswell asdigitizing process. We
also intend to make these
documents available to
researchers and scholars. We
also plan to build a Digital
Library whichwill beaccessible =
through Internet. We will need your prayer and financial support to
materialisethese plans.
. A
SHORTTERMVOLUNTEER AND INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
AT CBCNEI

1. INTERNSHIP UNDER THE GENERAL SECRETARY: Work
closely with the General Secretary in the day to day affairs of
the Council.

2. WORSHIP MINISTRY: Coordinate training of worship
leaders, visit churches, network with other international
worship ministries.

3. IT DEPARTMENT: Maintain and troubleshoot the IT and
communication equipment, web design and content
management.

4. JUSTICE AND PEACE DEPARTMENT: To work with the
Secretary of CBCNEI Justice and Peace Department for 3-6
months. Eligibility: Law graduate and students.

Contact CBCNEI office for further information.
N J

(" Butlwill sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of
your love; for you are my fortress, my refuge in times of
trouble.

S Psalms 59:16 (NIV) )
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CBCNEI DAY OF PRAYER

CBCNEI isobserving 21st March of 2010 asaday of prayer. We urge
our churches and associations to join with us in praising as well as
praying to God by observing thisday. Pleaseincludethefollowing praise
and prayer pointsin your worship:

PRAISE THE LORD FOR:

1. HisFaithfulness, Mercy and manifold Blessings during the year 2009.
2. The Interim Principal of ETC, Jorhat, Rev. Zhabu Terhuja.

3. The Faculty, Staff, and Students of ETC.

4. Ms. Anupama Chetiawho hasjoined CBCNEI office as avolunteer
to help set up the CBCNEI ARCHIVE.

5. The successful Missionary Training Program conducted in the month
of August, 2009 at CBCNEI.

6. NC HillsRelief For Conflict Victims & Arunachal Pradesh Relief for
firevictim.

7. Babupara Christian Hospital Eye Care Unit Launched on September
5, 2009.

PRAY FOR:

1. The CBCNEI Leadership—The General Secretary, Treasurer, Mission
Secretary, Property Secretary, Secretary, Justice and Peace Department,
the Executive Committee Members, the Board members and the
Committee Members of various Committees.

2. The CBCNEI Staff and their family members.

3. All the Conventions, A ssociations and Churchesunder CBCNEI and
for their ministries.

4. 60" Annual Meeting of CBCNEI, April 16-18, 2010 to be hosted
by Garo Baptist Convention.

5. CBCNEI Library and Archive.

6. CBCNEI New Partnership with SIM, Wycliffe Bible Transation
Ministry & Transforming LeadersinAsia(TLA) Ministries.

7. Various Ministries of the CBCNEI, viz.
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a. Healing Ministry through 6(six) Hospitals- Satribari Christian
Hospital, Tura Christian Hospital, Jorhat Christian Medical Centre,
Kangpokpi Christian Hospital, Impur Christian Hospital and Babupara
Christian Hospital .

b. Students Ministry through 3(three) Hostels—LewisMemorial
Boys Hostel, Guwahati, White Memorial Girls' Hostel, Guwahaiti,
TyrannusHall for Boys, Shillong.

c. Theological Education through ETC.
8. The Missionary Training in the month of August 2010.
9. The Proposed Church Workers' Pension Scheme.
10. CBCNEI Sponsored Theological Students studying in different
Universities.
11. CBCNEI sponsored Doctors & Nurses who have gone for higher
studies.
12. Overseas partners such as BIM, BWA and APBF.

"“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be
alive without breathing” - Martin Luther King Jr.

Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost
all you have, get understanding.

Proverbs 4:7 (NIV)
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FUND- RAISING, THE NATIVE GARO WAY
~ Rolland G. Momin
Finance Secretary, CBCNEI
Merong Jakkep, meaning the Handful of Rice, was practised by the Garo
women of yester-years. The practice became known as oneinspired by
God for supporting God’sworks. But how did it originate or who started
thepractice?
Origin of Merong Jakkep

Itissaid that sometime during 1886-87, Rev. RamkeW. Momin (oneof the
first two Garo converts) advised hiswife, “In the same way you part with
a morsel of food out of your mouth as you feed your child, please
remember, for the sake of the needy, to keep a handful of rice from the
quantity of rice apportioned for lunch or dinner.”” Rev. Ramke sadvice,
considered asone coming from the Lord’sown compassionate heart, got
embedded in the heartsof Suboni B. Sangma, wifeof Ramke, and SaljeK.
Sangma(thewd I-known bare-foot Evangdlist, who gave hersalf completely
tomissonwork of theChurch). Thispracticeof givingahandful of ricewas
not an easy one asthe Garo mothers of those days struggled feeding their
children.

A Sacred Pattern?

Thefact that Merong jakkep isnot just an extrahandful of ricebut aportion
of thefamily meal kept aside for God’ swork turned out to be something
deeply persond . Every morning and evening asthe mother would apportion
thericefor lunch and dinner, shewould prayerfully takefrom the apportioned
quantity, one handful of ricefor every baptized femalemember inthefamily.
Thusthe practice wasnot only unique, but a so wasvery meaningful tothe
practitionersasthey could have ahandful of Merong Jakkep not only for
themselves, but a so aportion of their meal wasdedicated to God. A pattern
of givingwhichispersona, periodic (twiceaday), sacrificia (sharingown
meal) and premeditated, was established.

Partners in the Mission Field

Whilethefemal e counterpartswererardly seenworkinginthemissonfied,
more and more male memberswent out for mission work and thefund for
the mission workers was being resourced from the jakkep fund. Every
Chrigtianfamily would bring the Merong Jakkep collected secretly and with
humility inthe privacy of one'shomes, to the Church on Sundays; dedicate
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itinprayer and would sell the same at arate affordabl e to the poor. There
wasatacit understanding at work implying that sincewomenfolk could not
beinthemissonfield et every baptized femalemember dutifully set aside
Merong Jakkep so asto ensure a continuous flow of financial support.
What abond of partnershipitwas! And every practitioner of Merong Jakkep
knew for surethen that the Jakkep fund would go to themissionfield.

Opportunities at all Circumstances

Asmentioned earlier, Rev. Ramkewasthe brain behind the Merong Jakkep
while hiswife and her contemporary, Salje, an Evangelist, werethefirst
practitioners. Looking at thelife and works of Rev. Ramke, it would seem
necessity isnot only the mother of invention, but can also bethefather of
fund-raising for the Lord’ swork. Burned withthe desireto see God' sword
spread amongst hisown people, Rev. Ramke, in hisown inimitableway,
funded the Lord’ swork through variousways. It so happened that hisson,
Dhonsing B. Sangma, suddenly died at hishomein Nishangram. Hisson, at
that time, wasstudying at Serampore Collegeand Rev. Ramkewassupporting
hisson’sstudiesfinancialy. Now that hissonisgone, Rev. Ramkeremitted
atotal of Rs. 109/- to Rev. M. C. Mason, from hissavingswhichincluded
littleamount that he got from the proceeds of the sale of hisson’sapparels-
with an expressed desirethat the proceeds be used for meeting the expenses
of sending somebody to work for the Lord in place of hisdeceased son.
Theamount wasamost equal to hissaary asPastor of Nishangram Baptist
Churchfor oneyear.

Likewise, when his daughter Sanje died, he collected Rs. 66.10.03 (66
Rupees, 10 Annasand 3 Paise), and sent it to Rev. M. C. Mason urging
himto hel p somebody towork for theLord in place of hisdeceased daughter.
Bereaved ashemight but he never was bereft of ideasfor fund raisingtodo
theLord’ swork.

Holistic Approach

Not only was Rev. Ramke self-supporting, he wanted the members of the
Churchto be self-sustaining. Thevillagers were accustomed to shifting
cultivation using the dash-and-burn method and were not self-sufficientin
food. So heenvisioned for those Chrigtiansresiding at Nishangramaproject
to sustain their livelihood. While he showed how toirrigateand dowet land
cultivation hiswife Suboni and Saljewent ahead and brought seedsfromthe
neighbouring villages. Heencouraged thevillagersto adopt horticulture as

32 October 2009 - March 2010



Baptist News

an dternativeto jhumming. Rev. Ramkewas oneleader during histime,
who “knew the way, showed the ways and walked theway.” Asthefirst
generation Christian, it was hewho opened aschool at Damrain 1864 and
started teaching Garo boys, ushering in the dawn of literacy amongst the
Garos. The first generation Garo Christians also showed the ways to
cleanlinessand hygiene. Thehomes of the converted becamethe brand
namefor godlinessfor the non-christian Garoswho were known for being
steepedindirt and squalor.

Merong Jakkep for the 215t Century

What has the practice of Merong Jakkep got to do with the present
generation?Isit fill being practiced by the Garos?Well, whilesomeare ill
practicing Merong Jakkep, for othersthe practiceisno longer relevant.
The issue of Merong jakkep as a practice may even be alien to the
Generation-X who eat Pizzas oneday and Dosas the next. However, having
adeep sense of persona involvement with the Missionsof God or asan act
of personal worship, whichisperiodic, premeditated and sacrificial —all
reflected beautifully inthe Merong jakkep - isanticipated astheleast possble
commitment from every member of the church of God.

kkhkhkkkkkkk*k

Notes & References:

a) The Baptist Missionary Magazine dated Sept 07, 1887(Volume LXVII, December
1887 No. 12) Writing in the Baptist Mission Magazine of September 1887, Rev M.C.
Mason reported that Ramkhe, one of the first two Garo Converts has been bereaved
by the death of his son, Dhonsing, the first Garo to be brought up a Christian. Rev
Ramkhe is reported to have never asked for mission help for his education, but has
sacrificed that he might keep him in school. Dhonsing returned from Serampore
where he was reported that he is the best Bengali scholar in his class. Rev Ramkhe
wrote to Rev Mason thus:

“If Dhon had lived he would have worked for the Lord. As he has gone, | want to give
this money to help support someone to preach in his place.” He sent Rs. 109/-
alongwith the letter :

This has rejoiced me much for Ramkhe does not give it from his abundance. He is
himself Pastor of his Church. His salary is ten rupees per month, furnished by the
Church. Thus the donation is almost equal to a year’s salary. Ramkhe has for the first
been a strong pillar and has most of the time been in the employ of the mission but for
nearly two years he has been acting as Pastor, receiving nothing from the mission.
I would that our people would remember these efforts in their prayers, and that some
would take a lesson from their examples.”
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b) The Seventy-fourth Annual Report given by Rev M.C. Mason, Rev. E.G. Phillips
and wife E.C. Bond in the Baptist Missionary Magazine July 1888.

Reporting in the Baptist Mission Magazine of July 1888, Rev M.C. Mason,Rev E.G.
Phillips and wife E.C. Bond writes:

“We had very good meeting at our Annual Association and work was laid out for the
new year, so as to give us hope of more and better work than heretofore. There has
been one new self-supporting church organized during the year and a Pastor was
ordained for them at the time of our Association. The plan of giving one tenth of their
harvest seems to be gaining favour. One poor man said that two years ago, in giving
one tenth, he was able to give Rs. 2, this year Rs. 3, and he hoped that next year he
could make it more.”

“Rev Ramkhe has been greatly bereaved in the loss of his children, but his faith is
strong and his zeal unabated. On behalf of his children he has given Rs. 177-10-3 for
the support of gospel preaching, while the church which he himself has served paid
him Rs. 144 only.

c) Articles titled ‘Rev Ramke W. Momin’ and “Salje K. Sangma’— by Prof L.D. Shira
published in the Souvenir issued on the occasion of Centenary Celebration of
Association No. 1 of the GBC.

AN APPEAL FOR CBCNEI'S NEEDS

* Six book shelves each costing Rs. 7000 needed for rare docu-
ments and books at CBCNEI ARCHIVE.

* Four air-cond itioners in guest house costing Rs. 30,000 each.

* The furniture of the guest house needs replacement. Costing Rs.
3,00,000

* Repair of mission compound roads estimated to cost around Rs.
7,00,000

* The boundary walls are falling. The repair would cost around Rs.
12,00,000

[Your donations toward any of these needs will be acknowledged
with gratitude. You may donate the above in honor of an indi-
vidual/family name (partly or fully) which will be acknowledged
by an inscription]
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A Visit of Students from Samford University

Under theleadership of Dr. Kurt
Selles, Director of Global
Center, Samford University,
USA; ateam of 9 studentsand |
one faculty visited CBCNEI,
Guwahati from Jan 1-3, 2010.
They were fascinated by the
story of pioneer American missionarieswho Werelnstrumental inplanting
Churches, hospital institutions, and starting the Council of Baptist
Churches in Northeast India. They worshipped at Guwahati Baptist
Church on Sunday and visited Shatribari Mission Hospital. Dr. Kurt
Selles ministered the Word of God in both places. They also visited
various places including temples and the Slum areas in the Guwahati
city to study thelife, culture, and religion of the locals.

Colgate University Team Visit

A team of 13 students and a professor from Colgate University, Hamilton,
New York came to visit places in Assam where their alumni like Rev. Miles
Bronson, Rev. Pitt Holland Moore and others once worked as missionaries.
They visited placeslike
Eastern Theological
College, Jorhat,
- Nagaon Mission
School, Nagaon and
Turato see the lasting
impression and legacy
left behind by their

predecessors.

During thevisit to ETC theteam leader Prof. John Carter wasinvited to speak
inaseminar. The studentsalso participated with various presentations on the
life and work of the missionaries alumni. Besides, the students also had
interaction with ETC students and participated in their activities like choir
singing and sports. The team also visited Nagaon Mission School, Nagaon
Baptist Church and cemetery to see the memorial of some of alumni
missionaries. Theteam observed one minute silence surrounding thememorial.

Theteam also visited Satribari Christian Hospital and met with the staffsand
students of the Nursing School who performed various cultural and traditional

October 2009 - March 2010 35



Baptist News

dancesfor them.

Finally, theteamvisited Tura
to see the works of their
missionaries who came to
Tura. Besides, the team also
visited other religious places
like Khamakhya Temple, Basistha Temple, Kalakhetra, Umananda Temple
and archaeol ogical centrelikethe Guwahati museum. According to the students
‘once-in-life-time’ experienceslikeboat ride on Brahmaputra River and safari
ride on elephant at Kaziranga National Park were breathlessly entertaining.

Altogether, the students thoroughly enjoyed their trip to Assam and Turaand
expressed their desire to come back again in future.

NE CHURCHES CONSULTATION MEETING ON THE
PLIGHT OF NE STUDENTS OF DELHI

i On Jan 22, various churches |eaders and
| representativesmet at CBCNEI, Mission
Compound to deliberate on the issue of
' violent atrocities being perpetrated
against North East students and
employeesin Delhi NCR and to show our
solidarity with them. The members
present werefrom CBCNEI, Guwahati,;Arch Diocese; Guwahati; PCl,
Shillong; CNI, Guwahati; and Lutheran Church, NELC.

They discussed on variousissuesrelating to .
the persisting problems and decided to take
constructive steps to assist and find |,
sustainable solution for the student |
community, NE Churchesin Delhi. A series &
of actions were proposed. The members |

present also strongly felt and affirmed that the problems bel ng faced by
our young people in Delhi need to be addressed at the earliest. Mr.
Atungo Shitiri, Secretary, Justice and Peace Dept. CBCNEI, will

coordinate the line of action.
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Baptist News

A quarterly news letter of the COUNCIL OF BAPTIST CHURCHES
IN NORTH EAST INDIA

Please send your articles, letters
and comments to us at either of
the following addresses:

Email: <ed itor@cbcnei.com>

Post:
The Editor
Baptist News
CBCNEI, Panbazar
Guwahati, Assam-781001, India

Three best among the published articles will be awarded
Rs. 500/-, Rs. 300/- & Rs. 100/-
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The Rule of Law: Part |
- Atungo Shitri
Justice & Peace Secretary, CBCNEI
INTRODUCTION

One argument commonly expressed isthat no oneisabovethelaw and
everyoneissubject torule of law inwhatever formit isobserved by the
community. It may beawritten law called positivelaw or an unwritten
customary law or it may bederived from community’smoral consciousness
or derived from higher law called biblical laws. Thereisalso awidely
expressed opinion that wherethereisno ruleof law thereisanarchismand
human rightsviolation isexperienced at itsworse.

Many havetaked about rule of law in an open discourse and while many
have written about it so thiswrite-up isjust to revisit the subject matter.

CONCEPT

AsLexisNexisputsit, the basic idea about rule of law isthat no oneis
abovethelaw. Themaost important application of theruleof law istheprinciple
that governmenta authority islegitimately exercised only in accordancewith
written and publicly disclosed laws adopted and enforced in accordance
with established procedural stepsknown asdueprocess. Thisprincipleis
intended to safeguard againgt arbitrary governance. (LexisNexis)

THE RULE OF LAW

Thisfollowing portion of thewrite-up isan extract from anarticlewritten by
Dr.L.J Mark Cooray’stitled, The Rule of Law. Dr Cooray isasignificant
Christianintellectual and alegal expert. He hasal so written many books
whereheexplainskey issuesaffecting contemporary Chridtianity and provides
Biblica answersto discipling thenationsto theglory of God. Hehasdeeply
impressed measaChristian lawyer. He has created animpact on mefor
thefact that hiswritingshave been quoted by the House of Lords, theIndian
Supreme Court, the Sri Lankan High Court and Supreme Court andinthe
Parliament of Audtrdia

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Theruleof law initsmodern understanding and practice owesagreat deal
tothelate Professor A.V. Dicey* . Professor Dicey’ swritingsabout therule
of law haveenduring significancein our present day democracy.

According to Professor Dicey, the essential characteristic of theruleof law
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|. Thesupremacy of law isan understanding that everyoneissubject tothe
ruleof law. Thisprincipleisafurther devel opment of the principleof equality
beforethelaw. Laws should not be madein respect of particular persons
nor should it betoo easly changeable. Stablelawsare prerequisiteof certainty
and confidencewhichformanessentid part of individua freedom and security.
Theruleof law ensuresthat individual shave asecure areaof autonomy and
have settled expectations by having their rightsand duties pre-established
and enforced by law.

I1. A concept of justice hasthreefacets- interpersonal adjudication, law
based on fault and an emphasison procedures.

Firgt, theconcept of justiceisbased upontherightsand dutiesof theindividua
person andisaninterpersona one-resol ution of conflictsbetweenindividuals.
Individuals can suffer or perpetrate wrong. Individual s can be punished,
protected and granted restitution. Thusjusticeisaninterpersonal thing.
Second, the concept of justiceisthat aperson should not be disadvantaged
or punished except for fault likein thecase of intentiond, recklessor negligent
wrong doing. Third, the concept of justiceisthe emphasison procedures.
Procedures provide limitations on power-before judicial, legislative or
executive decisions are taken, aseries of checksand balancesareputin
placeto stop decisionsthat may betaken hastily, ill-conceived or based on
corruption, passion or ideol ogy.

I11. Restriction on the exercise of discretionary power isthe concept
that those in authority do not go over-board in their exercise of alotted
power. Discretions need to be exercised only onthe basisof justice. An
unfettered discretion creates an opportunity for temptation and for arbitrary,
insolent, discriminatory, intrusive, socially engineering and corrupt,
governance.

IV. Thedoctrine of judicial precedent isat the heart of the common law
system (liketheIndian legal system) of rightsand duties. The courtsare
bound within prescribed limits by prior decisions of superior courts.
Adherenceto precedent hel psachievetwo objectsof thelegal order. First,
it contributesto the maintenance of aregime of stablelaws. Thisstability
givespredictability tothelaw and affordsadegree of security for individual
rights. Second, it ensuresthat thelaw devel opsonly in accordancewith the
changing perceptionsof thecommunity and thereforemoreaccuratdly reflects
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themoral sand expectationsof the community.

*Albert Venn Dicey (February 4, 1835 — April 7, 1922) was a British
jurist and constitutional theorist.

To be continued in the next issue....
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MASTER’S COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY (MCT)

(A Theological Institute of Vision Natives)
Affiliated to Senate of Serampore College (SSC)

(Batch of 2009-2010)

Master’'s College of Theology (MCT), offers Theological Education under the
ministry of Vision Natives. MCT trains nationals, as Godly and Dynamic leaderstq
serve their nation. Medium of instruction is English. Courses begin in the third
week of June every year. Dedicated men and women above 18 years may apply.

Filled in applications are to reach by 15" May.

COURSES OFFERED

Course Degree Duration Prerequisit
Bachalor of Divinity SSC Degree 4 Years nggsgnﬁ’sizsegnfi\r/%ﬂig’ny
ey @f Dy (. ) SSC Degree 5 Years X! /IIEr:EirV;:ﬁed o
Certificate of Theology (C.TH)| MCT Diploma 2 Years X Passed
Pre-Theology M CT Certificate 1 Year X Passed

For Application & Prospectus send Rs. 100/- M.O or Demand Draft in
favour of :
Master’s College of Theology, Plot No 5-7, Kommadi Road, Madhurawada,
Visakhapatnam - 530 041, Andhra Pradesh, South India

Phone No : 0891- 2739803 & 2526342
e mail : mctvizag@sify.com
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THE ABUSE OF SCRIPTURE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES
IN GENDER INEQUALITY

[Dr. Manfred T. Brauch, former president and professor of biblical
theology at Eastern Baptist (now Palmer) Theological Seminary, has
recently published abook called*“Abusing Scripture: The Consequences
of Misreading the Bible (InterVarsity Press, 2009)”. In the paragraphs
below, he briefly introduces usto several abusivereadingsof Scripture.

To abuse Scriptureisto do violenceto its message and meaning so that
itsredemptivetruth regarding God'sintention for the absol ute equality
of men and women in all areas of human lifeistwisted and distorted.

Onesuch abuseis*the abuse of selectivity.” Thisabuse doesnot consist
of an outright distortion of the meaning of giventexts, but entailsignoring
or rejecting other parts or passages of Scripture that support adifferent
teaching, present an alternate perspective, or advocate an opposing view.
Thus, supporters of gender inequality claim the authority of biblical
passages such as 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 or 1 Timothy 2:11-14, where
the voice of women isrestricted, but close their mindsand heartsto the
clear teaching or implication of biblical texts that show women as the
first carriersof thegood newsof Jesus' resurrection to hismaledisciples
(Luke 24:1-11); as active participantsin leadership in the early church
(Rom. 16:1-7); asgifted by the Spirit for the authoritative proclamation
of theWord of the Lord (Acts2:17-18); and as partnerswith meninthe
work of the gospel (Phil. 4:2-3).

The“abuse of words” has contributed significantly to the perpetuation
of gender inequality within Christian communities. This abuse happens
when words or expressions in the biblical text are “decoded” in ways
that are not faithful to the original “encoding” by the biblical authors. A

clear example is the way in which the designation of the woman as
man’s”helper” (Gen. 2:18, 20) istraditionally understood as“ assi stant”

or “servant,” designating someonein asecondary, subordinate position.

However the Hebrew word for “helper” (ezer) does not carry this
meaning at all. Thetermisused throughout the Old Testament exclusively
asadesignation of God who upholds, redeems, strengthens, and rescues
Israel. It is clear from these texts that God is not depicted as Israel’s
“assistant.” Thus, the word “helper”—rather than indicating a
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subordinate status—implies strength. In Genesis, woman is presented
to the man redemptively, to save him from “aoneness.” Sheis*“fit for
him” (his partner). Thereisno hint of secondary or subordinate status.

“Theological contexts’ areall too frequently abused intheinterpretation
of texts and this happens when the larger theological perspective of an
extended passage (such as Eph. 5) isnot considered in theinterpretation
of a specific text (such as Eph. 5:22-25). Ephesians 5:22-25 can be
used to require the submission of wivesonly when thelarger theol ogical
thrust of the entire chapter isignored. Chapter 5 concerns an admonition
to“beimitators of God” andto “liveinlove as Christ loved usand gave
himself up for us.” These passages cel ebrate Christ’s servanthood, which
is the larger husbands and wives are to “ give themselves over to one
another in servant love.”

Several other abusive readingswhich lead to apatriarchal (over-under)
understanding of the male-femal erelationship arethe abuses of literary,
historical, and cultural contexts. What | seek to show throughout my
book isthat the cumulative weight of these various abuses of Scripture
are an offense to the God who created man and woman in his image;
called them into equal and complementary partnership; and in Christ
cameto set them free from the cursed, demeaning, and lessening reality
of hierarchical bondage. The continuing denial of thisabsolute, essential,
and functional equality in large sectors of the Christian community
worldwide continuesto contributeto, abet, and reinforce the widespread
abuse of women, and is therefore a major roadblock to the advance of
the gospel.

[Source:http://www.cbeinternational.org/?q=content/abuse-scripture-part-i]

You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed.
Psalms 119:4 (NIV)
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Christian Education Secretaries’ Workshop
WHEN? - From 16" to 18" March, 2010
WHERE? — At CBCNEI Conference Hall, Panbazar, Guwahati.

WHAT ISTO BE DONE? - Pray, Fill out the enclosed Registration Form and return
the Same to the Finance Secretary, CBCNEI, Panbazar, Guwahati 781 001, come,
attend the Workshop and be Blessed.

Expected TIME OF ARRIVAL AT GUWAHATI - 15" March,2010 (Afternoon)

Expected TIME OF DEPARTURE FROM GUWAHATI — Afternoon of 18" March,
2010.

WHAT TO BRING? — REGISTRATION FEE OF Rs. 200/- per head & Holy Bible.
WHAT TO EXPECT? -

i) REIMBURSEMENT OF ONE-WAY BUS/SUMO/AC IIl TIER TRAIN FARE &
LOCAL CONVEYANCE CHARGES.

ii) FREE LODGING AND FOOD FROM DINNER ON 15t March, 2010 UPTO
LUNCH ON 18™ MARCH, 2010.

iii) ATIME OF INTERACTION, FELLOWSHIP AND SPIRITUAL PREPARATION.

RESOURCE PERSONS SESSIONS/TOPICS

1) Rev Dr. A.K. Lama LEADERSHIP QUALITIES
General Secretary CBCNEI MANAGEMENT

2) Rev BendangToshi Longkumer TEACHING METHODS
CEEFI

3) Dr. Asangla Ao COUNSELLING

TLA Ministries

4) Dr David R. Bess RESPONSIBILITIES OF
USA CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SECRETARIES

THINGS TO BUY? — FOR THOSE WHO ARE INTENDING TO INTRODUCE CEEFI
MATERIALS, THEY NEED TO BRING ENOUGH CASHTO BUY TEACHERS GUIDE
BOOK AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING MATERIALS FROM CEEFI.

Your Convention is allotted 7(seven) seats. Seven copies of the Schedule together
with Seven copies of the Registration form already sent to your Convention
Regional Secretary.

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SECRETARY/GENERAL
SECRETARY OF YOUR CONVENTION AND SUBMIT THE REGISTRATION FORM
DULY FILLED AND IMMEDIATELY MAIL TO US BY THE FASTEST MODE.
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THE ROLE OF NATHAN BROWN IN ASSAMESE

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
~ Aziz-ul Haque
Pastor, Guwahati Baptist Church
azihaque@yahoo.co.in

Theactivitiesof Christian missionariesin Indiaare
both appreciated and criticised. They are often
| accused of destroying thetraditional cultureof the
native people. Whatever the criticism may be, the contributions of these
miss onaries cannot be overlooked.

Rev. Dr. Nathan Brown played avery significant role in the history of
Assameselanguageand literature. Dr. Brownwasborn on June22, 1807in
New Ipswich, New Hampshire, US. He graduated
fromWilliams Collegein 1827 securing the highest
positionintheclass. Hemarried ElizaBallardonMay |
5, 1830. For few years, hewastheAssociate Principa |

of the Bennington Seminary and editor of theweekly | 4
newspaper called The Vermont Telegraph. He
attended Newton Theological Institute to prepare
himself for missionary work and graduated in 1832.

Upon hisgraduationtheAmerican Baptist Missionary -

Union appointed him missionary to Myanmar in 1833. Having greatly
contributed to theliterary and spiritud life of the peoplein Myanmar within
ashort period of time, he headed for A ssam upon the request of Captain
Francis Jenkins, thethen Commissioner of Assam. Thisrequest wasmade
withthepurposetolaunch the Shan Missionand helpthe Britishadminigtration
tocivilizethewarrior tribesof Shan, Khamtisand Singphos. Dr. Brownand
hisassociate Oliver Cutter carrying their printing machinesailed to Cd cutta.
After astopover at Calcutta, they set out for Sadiyaby river. After along,
tiresome and dangeroustrip by acountry boat on Brahmaputrariver they
finally reached Sadiyaon March 23, 1836.

With theestablishment of thefirg printing pressinAssam, Dr. Brown'sarriva
ushered inanew literary development in theregion. Dueto inadequate
assistancefromthe Missionandtribal aggressonin Sadiya, Dr. Brown had
to shift hisbaseto Jai pur near Naharkatiyain 1839 and thento Sibsagar in
1843. Hefound Sibsagar to bethe most suitable placefor hismissionary
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work. Making hisbase onthebank of Dikhow river heworked until 1855.
Towardsthe end of 1844, Dr. Brown travelled on foot from Sibsagar to
Guwahati and visited many villagesto study personally the characteristicsof
diversecultura and racia elementsof thelocal people. Heaongwithtwo
other missionaries, MilesBronson and CyrusBarker, organi zed and founded
thefirst Baptist church at Panbazar in Guwahati on January 25, 1845. He
also pioneered in establishing schoolsin different parts of the state. He
established 14 A ssamese medium school sin and around Sibsagar by 1846.

Dr. Brownwasalinguist par excellence. He mastered theAssameselanguage
withinashort period of hisarrival to Assam. Hewas so impressed by its
open, agreeable vocalization, picturesgue, Sanskrit characteristics, quaint
inflectionsand idiomsthat it became native to him. He a so contributed
significantly inteaching, trandating and preparing booksin Assamese. He
trand ated and published acatechismin Assamese. A good number of his
trandated hymnsarestill sung in many churchesin Assamtoday. 1n 1848,
he published Grammatica Noticesof theAssamese L anguage which served
asthefirst Assamese Grammar book. Intheintroductory of thisbook, he
wrote, “ For beauty and softness, the A ssamese languageis much superior
totheBengali”, showing hiskeen love and appreciation of thelanguage.

In hisliterary research, Dr. Brown found out that the Assamese Bible
published by William Carey, whichwasin circul ation at that time, wasfull of
Bengali and Sanskrit termsand wasidiomeaticaly inadequate so he undertook
totrandatethe Bible and published the New Testament into pureand simple
Assamesein 1848. He was also a pioneer in writing schoolbooks. He
wrotebookson e ementary arithmetic called Pratham ganana(1845), Dutio
ganana(1855) and geography called Bhugulor biboran(1851) whichwere
much superior to Bengali booksusedintheschoolsat that time. Hetrand ated
John Bunyan'sfamousPilgrimsProgressintoAssamese. hiswifeEliza, opened
boarding school for girls. Shewasaso actively involved inliterary work.
Shetrand ated adozen tractsinto A ssamese and wrote arithmetic and story
booksfor children.

Themagnum opus of Dr. Brownwas Orunodoi means‘thedawn'’. It was
thefirst newsmagazinein Assamese published fromMission Press, Shsagar,
beginning from January 1846. Brown did the editorial work whereas Cutter
wasinvolvedin printing and publishing the magazine. The magazinewas
devoted to Religion, Science, and Generd Intelligence, and was printed and
published at the Sibsagar Mission Pressby O.T.Cutter, for theAmerican
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Baptist Missionin Assam. The columns of the magazine brought various
newsfromall corners of the globe. Withillustrative articles on science,
geography, astronomy, history and many other topicsit soon found an
encouraging readership among theAssameseintelligentsaand thereby paved
theway for Assamesejournalism. Many Assamese scholarslikeAnandaram
Dhekia Phukan, Gunabhiram Baruah and Hemchandra Baruah also
contributed artid esinthismagazinethat becamealaunching padinthestruggle
for restoration of Assamese language. Dr. Brown was the editor of this
magazineuntil heleft for US. After him, themegazinewasin circulationwith
occasional breaksuntil 1880. Following the exampleof Orunodoi, severa
news papers and magazineswere published in Assam in the second half of
the 19" century. Prominent among thesewere Asam Bilasini, Asam Darpan,
Asam Bandhu, Asam Deepika, Jonaki and Assam News. Dr. Brown also
pioneered in unearthing old manuscriptsand editing and publishing them.
Under hisable editorship, Orunodoi published history by bringing out the
texts of old chroniclesin properly edited form such as Chutia Buranji,
Purani Asom Buranji and Kamrupar Buranji. Through hisencouragement,
someA ssamese scholars published their books. Among these publications,
Kashinath Tamuly Phukan’s Asom Buranji (1842) and Anandaram
Dhekial Phukan’s Asomia Lorar Mitro(1849) and A Few Remarks on
the Assamese Language and on Vernacular Education (1855) printed at
theMission Pressin Sihsagar areworth mentioning.

In 1836, the British rulersimposed Bengali asthe court languageaswell as
themedium of ingtructionin Assam. Thejustification of thisimpositionwas
that A ssamese wasthought to be acolloquial dialect and sub-language of
Bengali. William Robinson, Inspector of Government schools, in hisbook
Grammar of the Assamese Language published in 1837 stated that
Assamesewasidentical with Bengali. Robinson asserted saying, ““Assamese
was essentially the same as Bengali”. Therefore, hisbook could not be
considered asthe grammar of the Assamese language. Strangely, except a
very few including Anandaram Dehekial Phukan, the Assamese people
by and largedid not protest thisimposition. In contrast, Dr. Brown established
that Assamesewaswidedly understood vernacular inAssamandthat it wasa
languagedigtinct from Bengali. Moreover, in contrast to thegovernment, the
schoolsfounded by him and other Baptist missionariesused Assamese as
themedium of ingtruction. Taking thelegacy of Dr. Brown, MilesBronson
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spearheaded thestrugglefor restoration of Assameselanguage until the battle
wasfinaly wonin 1873.

Modern prose-stylein Assamese literatureto agreat extent iscredited to
the work of Dr. Brown and other missionaries. The currently prevalent
standard of Assamese has its roots in the language of Upper Assam,
particularly of Sibsagar. Renowned A ssameselittérateur Banikanta K akoti
notes, ““The missionaries made Sibsagar in Eastern Assam, the centre
of their activities and used the dialect of Sibsagar for their literary
purposes”. Sincetheinitia printing and literary activity occurredin Upper
Assam, thislanguage wasintroduced in school s, courtsand officesand thus
cameto beformally recognized asthe Standard Assamese. Thereforethe
language which the missionariesmastered, used and promoted through their
literary worksbecamethe standard language. Another well knownAssamese
literary figure Maheswar Neog states, ““...but now in contact with English
speaking people Assamese developed modern prose-style; and this should
perhaps be considered the greatest contribution of the Baptists to
Assamese literature and culture. The everyday language of the people
could now be the medium of literary expression, which now began to
imbibe the qualities of English rhythm and syntax”. Language is the
chief ingredient of culture. Themissionaries, rather thanthreatening Assamese
culture, liberdized and preserved it and hel ped in moderni zing thelanguage.
Therefore, the historians have termed the era of American Baptist
Missionariesasaperiod of ‘ cultural progress’ inAssam.

Duetoill hedth and certain problemsin HomeMission, Dr. Brown, after 20
yearsof successful service, finally left Assam on February 13, 1855for US.
Hisfarewell notesaid, “One of the hardest partings | ever experienced.
If God in mercy restores my health so that | can again be useful, I will
return and labour for them till life ends, with all my heart.”” Unfortunately,
due to some unavoidable reasons he could not return to Assam, theland
and the peoplethat he so loved and cherished. Hejoined in anti slavery
movement there. In 1872, hetravelled to Japan where hewasdeeply involved
intrandating the Bibleinto Japanese.

Dr. Browndied on January 1, 1886 at Yokohamain Japan. Heisremembered
asascholar, linguist and philologist of international repute. The people of
Assam would ever remain greatly indebted to him for hisunparalleled
contributionsto theAssameselanguage and literature at avery crucid time
of itshigtory.
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History of Babupara Christian Hospital
- Contributors : Ms. Hepzibah Sangma & Dr. John R. Sangma

Babupara Christian Hospital foundedin
February 1949 and started functioning
in May 1949 as American Baptist
Mission Dispensary, Nisangram was
pioneered by Dr. E. S. Downs, an
American Missionary, and Lt. Mr.

Genaram A. Momin, a Garo ,’ B )

Compounder. It started with just two rooms cottage type house and
small amirah for medicine storage.

Initially the dispensary (now BCH) was run
single-handedly by Lt. Mr. G. A. Momin for
seventeen years from 1949 to 1966 with Dr.
E. S. Downs visiting off and on and did Eye
check-ups.

As population increased in the village the
demand for health care services increased.
Foreign missionaries from USA often visited
BCH and took keeninterest asLt. Mr. G A. Momin persuaded them for
the needsfor medical aid. Asaresult one building was constructed with
three rooms and seven beds and was dedicated by Lt. Dr. Furnam,
Genera Secretary of American Home Mission Board in February 1960.
It served for stocking medicine, dressing and treatment of the patients.

List of workers and volunteersin chronological order:

1. MissRuth Menon & MissNodil K. Marak - December 1963,
for ten days.

2. Lt. Dr. Alice Marak - January - May 1966.
3.Dr. C. T.Ao & Dr. AlanglaAo - 1966 for one month.
4. Lt. Mr. G A. Momin retired in February 1966.
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5.Lt. Mrs. Pisoni A. Sangma- Appointed in 1967 asincharge of
the hospital without a doctor.

6. Dr. Curzon G. Momin - Appointed in 1968 as medical officer
and worked from 1969 - 1970.

7. Mrs. Hingonbala Sangma (ANM) - Worked from 1983 - 1986.

8. Dr. Rosemarina Marak - Worked from 1993 t01994. Dr. P,
RudraTariang visited from timeto time and checked the patients. Mrs.
Emina Ch Momin wasincharge of the hospital.

9. Dr. C. Lawrence, Dr. LucitaMomin, Dr. Kevi Angami & Dr.
TakembaAo - Worked in rotation during 1996 and 1997.

10. Dr. Sailendra Singh Massey - Worked from June - July 1999.

11. Dr. John Ritchi N. Sangma- An Eye Specialist from Satribari
Christian Hospital was given the dual post of Medical Superintendent
incharge of Babupara Christian Hospital and Ophthalmologist, Satribari
Christian Hospital in 2008.

It may be remembered that
though initially BCH was run
without a full-time doctor or B
Medical Officer it served the
needs of the people with much
satisfaction. Sincetherewasno ¢
delivery room and no light
facilitiesin the dispensary, the
Compounder had to conduct
homedeliveries.

Lt. Mr. G A. Momin was reappointed just one year after hisretirement
by the A.chik Baptist Dal.gipa Krima (ABDK) Committee members.
Dr. L. Norton and Dr. Dogdson, American Baptist Missionaries visited
BCH with much interest. One Nurses quarter was constructed and
finally inaugurated by Dr. E. S. Downsin January 1967 and it aslo was
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their last mission trip to Nisangram beforethey left Garo Hillsfor home
(America). The present hospital building was constructed and |eft half
donefor many years.

In 1978 BCH was closed down
for sometime and the Committee
members of the hospital kept it
openjust for basic health care. As
public dissatisfaction grew, Mrs.
PrekhildaW. Momin, ANM, was
sent from Tura Christian to work
in 1980, at the hospital. She worked for one and half year. Dr. Crozier
S. Sangma also worked for one year. BCH was again closed down for
sometime. In 1980 Lt. Mr. G A. Momin was again called in to restart
the medical service. The hospital wasreopened in September 1980 and
heworkedtill hisdeath on April 25, 1990. During hisservicethe hospital
building was completed and inaugurated by Rev. Imotemjen Aier (Former
General Secretary CBCNEI) in September 1983.

It will be good to mention here how the Eye Unit of the hospital came
into service. Dr. John from Satribari Christian Hospital, Guwahati was
approached by Dr. Ranjit Rathaike, amedical practitioner fromAdelaide,
Australiawith apurposeto set up an Eye Unit at Jorhat Christian Medical
Centre. Therequired amount for the OPD Unit was sent to the CBCNEI
fromtheInterlink Foundation, Australia. However, the proposed project
could not be materialized asthe project wasfound not feasiblein Jorhat.
Hence, CBCNEI decided to start the Eye Unit in TuraChristian Hospital .

Meantime, Dr. John aso contacted the then Joint Director of Health
Services of Meghalaya, Dr. J.V. Basaiawmoit, if any help could be
rendered towardsthe setting up of theeye unit, to which Dr. Basaiawmoit
happily agreed and she personally along with Dr. John came to Tura
Christian Hospital to survey the site. However this attempt also failed
as it was found not feasible due to the lack of an Eye Specialist to
monitor the Unit. After much brainstorming Rev Dr. Ngul Khan Pau,
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thethen General Secretary, CBCNEI, Mr Rolland G. Momin, Treasurer,
CBCNEI, and Dr. Johnjointly decided to set up the Eye Unit in Babupara
Christian Hospital (BCH) one of the least known hospitals of the
CBCNELI.

BCH issituated at Nisangram village, East Garo Hills, Meghalayaand
it is about 120 kilometers from Guwahati. For nearly 10 years it has
only one ANM Staff looking after the hospital as doctors do not stay
for long period of time due to less pay structure and lack of basic
ammenities.

BesidesBCH, thereisaMini Primary Health Centrein Damra, Assam
with one MBBS Doctor and is about three kilometers away from the
village. Another Primary Health Centre is in Dainadubi, Meghalaya,
withtwo MBBS Doctors, one Dentist and one Ayurvedic Doctor and is
about four kilometers away. There is one Civil Hospital in Goalpara,
Assamwhichisabout 50 kilometersaway. Thereisanother Civil Hospital
inWillamnagar in Megha ayawhich isabout 80 kilometers away.

The villagers who come for treatment at BCH generaly suffer from
Malaria, Acute Gastroenteritis, Respiratory Tract Infections, skin
diseases, Pyrexiaof unknown origin and Hypertension.

Despite many difficulties, CBCNEI with support from the villagers
decided to go forward and established the Eye Unit in BCH and Dr.
John was entrusted to look after the project from Satribari Christian
Hospital .

With the funds of Rs. Five lakhs from Interlink Foundation the OPD
was inaugurated on the June 11, 2008.

With the available funds of Rs. Fourteen Lakhs Thirty Six Thousand
from the National Program for Control of Blindness as promised by the
Joint Director, Dr. J. V. Basaiawmoit, the construction of the operation
theater was possible. On September 5, 2009 Mr. D. Vijay Kumar, the
Deputy Commissioner, East Garo Hills, along with Rev. Dr. A. K. Lama,
General Secretary, CBCNEI inaugurated and dedicated the Operation
Theatre respectively.
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Letters to the General Secretar, CBCNEI
you have asked....
Sir,
Greetings in the name of the Lord. | would like to seek

an information which is suppose to clarify some of my
confusions regarding two of these mentioned below:

Has there been any direction from the Council
regarding the uniformity in naming the yourth
fellowship of a church (for instance CYS or CYE etc..)

Also, ifthere is any direction that the pastor of a church
should also remain as the advisor for the youth
fellowship.

Your valuable information and advice regarding the
above mentioned will be most valuable.

Sincerely,

Ninglan
P.O Box 164
Dimapur, Nagaland

The General Secretary writes....
Dear Ninglan,
Thanks for your email.

I am not aware of any direction from the Council. As you
know, the Baptist Churches enjoy the autonomy to a great
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extent. But you have drawn our attention to the issue that
certainly needs discussion. Hopefully we shall move in a
direction where we may come up with a paper that will
suggest the benefit of certain uniformity in functioning in our
Baptist Church. Hopefully, in the days to come the Council
will be able to initiate a consultation where all the Baptist
leaders from 6 conventions can address the practices that
confuse our members.

Regarding the pastor being a youth advisor, it depends on
the size of the church. The pastor certainly needs to keep in
close touch with the youths as they are the future of the
church; however, how he/she does shall depend on individual
context. Some churches have fulltime youth pastor and youth
Committee. It is very important for the youths in the church
to feel that their pastor has special heart for them.

| hope my answer helps. God bless you.

Rev. Dr. A. K. Lama

%k >k 3k 3k 3k %k %k %k k %k
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